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CHAP L
Of the Dignity and Glory of Sts Fofephe
NEVER did any perfon, of what

rank foever, claim with greater

juftice, the fublime encomlum, Her

Hufband is noble, Prov. xxxi, 23, than
the Virgin Spoufe of Mary. He was
moft noble by his birth, noble for his
merits, noble in his ﬁanon The
mifcalled Grandees of the World too
frequently raife themfelves by rapine
and blood, on the ruins of opprefled
innocency; they aggrandize them.
felves, andmg above the wulgar,

upon



4 St. Joleph's Dignity and Glory.
upon a high pedeftal of riches and
titles, which to the moral Philofo-
pher, Seneca. Epift. 41. appeared no
greater a2 wonder than to admire
a pigmy upon a mountain; brin
hinf ﬁo;rm, fnd the dwarf is matter ogf
mirth: In like manner, diveft thofe
who are adored, of what fo highly
recommends them, and they may be
in the lamentable circumftances of
trampled on Sejanus, or flarved Beli-
Jarius. The mighty Conqueror of
Afia, Alexander ftiled the Great, made
a blaze, the Earth was filent in his
Sight, 2 Machab. i. 3. he puthed on
his conquefls to the extremity of the
earth, and flaying Kings and Princes,
he vanifhed upon the {udden, little
remaining of his memory, except the
invading others dominions, and ge~
nerous anfwers, kind Hiftorians al-
low bim, in entertaining friends or
enemies.

There is a noble fort of Grandexr,
viz. Virtue, which raifes a man’
above the level of others, and places
mortals above the flars; Senec. Epift.
83. This looks on earth with dif-

dain,
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St. Joleph’s Dignity and Glory. &
dain, and afpires to be called great in
the kingdom of heaven. St. Mat. v. 1g.
St. i]o eph was favoured with all re.
quifites, to render him thus truly great,
By birth he was a prince lineally de-
fcending from the renowned kings of
the written Law; he had in his veins
the pureflt blood of ancient Patriarchs
and Prophets. The Evangelift brings
down his predigree from great Abra.
ham, and the angel falutes him withthe
royal title, Son of David. St. Mat. i. 20.
Not todwell upen this unparalleled ex-
trattion, he had the fame progenitors

- asthe Son of God made man, and the

{everal promifes of God to the houfe
of David, 2 Reg. 7. 8. Reg. 9. Plalm
Ixxxviii and cxxxi. of the expeéted
Meflias to be born of his race, and to
be called King of the Jews, (as he was

- fliled in the grot of Bethlehem) St

Matt, ii. 2. devolved to our Redeemer
from St Jofeph.

It would be reviving the blafphe-
mous herefy of fligmatized Cerinthus,
to affert, that Jefus was by nature the *
real Son of Jofeph, yet he muft be
looked on as his legitimate parent,

. Ag and



6 St. Jofeph’s Dignity and Glory.
and entitled in all things to the right
of paternity, except that of genera.
tion, Damafcen. Orat. de Nativ. B. V.
which according to Rupertus Abbas,
Rupert in 1 Matk. the eternal Father
fupplied, by infufing into the hufband
of Mary, a paternal love for her Son
Jefus. ‘Rupert sbid. A child lawfully
conceived in matrimony, may ftriftly
call the hufband father, 'which title
the Holy Ghoft honorsSt. Jofeph with,
‘by the mouth of the immaculate Vir-
gin in her blefled Son’s prefence: Your
Sather and I have 8/ouglz: you forrows=
sng. St Luke ii. 48. Children reputed
by corsmon fame to belong to fuch a
garem, or thofe ‘who are adopted,
ave a right to -inherit titles and pa.
trimonies; much more Jefus who was
born ot Mary, Joleph’s wife; for ac-
‘cording to the approved .axiom of
the law, Whaitever.grows.in, oris butlt
upon another’s foil, belongs to the owner
thereof; Inflit. de Rer. Divif. nor
doth it invalidate what is here offered,
that Jefus was the fupernawral fruit
of virginity; for a-corn growing mira«
cuioaﬁy- in a field, belongs to the
o ewaer




St. Jofeph's Digaity and Glory. ¥
owner of the foil. In like manney
Mary was the veal mother of Jefus,
miraculoufly begotten and miracu-
loufly born, and Jofeph by matrimo-
nial right may term him Son, becaufe
born of his wife’s body. The fceptre
of Juda ufurped by invading and in~
truding Herod, came to Jofeph by he-
reditary fucceflion, and confequently
to Chrift, verifying what the Archangel
foretold, St. Lukei. 32. The Lord will
%ive him the feat of David his fathet.

ervourous contemplatives may ad-
drefs St. Jofepb, with the admiring
expreflion of old Tobias to the Arch-
angel Raphael, You are come of @
noble race! Tob. v. 19. What is ye
more glorious, St. Joleph had the go_-
nor to call him Son upon earth, whom
the firft perfon of the adorable Trinity,
has owned from all eternity his begot-
ten Son, ' :

- When the Almighty deputed Mofes
to bring his chofen people out of |
Egyftian flavery, and to humble and
contound the tyranizing Monarch, he..
favoured the Thaumaturgus with the
glorious title, [ kave appointed thee

A 4 the



8 St. Jofeph's Dignity and Glory.

‘the God of Pharoak, Exod. vii. 1. that
is by eminent power, Corriel a Lap hice
to terrify him with affliting prodi.
gies. After a more indulgent man.
ner, he might be called the God of
the Hebrews, protefling, condulling,
governing and _fupporting them. ldem
1bid. By the fame rule, what may not
be faid of the grand Patriarch St,
Jofeph? who condulfled, protefted,
governed and fupported the God of
Mofes? He out of all the Tribe of
‘Juda was fele@ed, as & confort and
somfor¢ to the mother of Chrifl, the moft
Faithful and fole codajutor to Fefus in
kis great council upon earth. * If he
who recetves a Prophet, 1n the name of
a Prophet, fhall have the reward of a
Prophet; T He who with toil and
 fweat, entertained God made Man,
fhall not he have a reward propor-
tionable to the greatnefs of his gueft?
His daily aflions in ferving Conft,
yelated to the order of hypoftatical
wnion, and therefore were more di-

# § Bernard hom. 8 Super Miffus ofty
4 Mat. x. 41,

vine




Sts Jofeph’s Diguity and Glory, o
vine. * Can any thing be more
aflonifthing, and at the fame time more
.delightful than a refleftion, how. Jo
feph walked with Jelusg in one hand,
and Mary in the other, both being
committed by heaven to.his care a:§
conduét.

The Omnipotent, who with light-
ning, thunder, and dreadful found of
trumpet, proclaimed a fri& command;
Honour thy father and mother, Exod,
xxiii. 12. doubtlefs, was the moft ex=
at obferver of it, and confequently
sefpefted St. Jofeph, next to hig
virgin Mother. The deference of

rovoked Coriolanus to his. mother
%olumnia, Val. Max. 1. 5. c. 4. and
the tendernefs of Aneas to his fathep
Anchifes, are but faint refemblances
of Jefus’s love to Jofeph, He whe

® A Lapidein 1 Matth,

Qadam minifteria pracife pertinent ad ordi,
nem gratio gratum facientis, & in hoc, fupernum
faftigium tenet Apoftoli, &c. alia vero fuat minj.
fteria, quz attingunt ordinem. unionis hy,
ftatic, qui ex fuo genere profc&tior eft, ut patet
de maternitate Dei in B 'Virgine, & in hoc ordine
eft minifterium S. Jofephi. Suvarez g, Queit. ag.

Difpuf. Set. 1,. 8. As | faid



16 St. Joleph’s Dignity and Glory.

faid, long before the incarnation, [/
em God and not man, Qfee xi. 9. ho-
nored him with divine affeftion. A
dutiful child never loved fo intenfely.
He loved him as a vigilant preferver
of his life, withdrawing him from the
bloody hand of perfecuting Herod.
If Mardochzeus for deteting the con-
fpiracy of Bagathan and Thares, .a-
gainft king Aflueres, deflerved to have
that dutiful performance tranfmitted
to pofterity by imperial annals, Effer
ii. 21, to be cloathed with royal
robes, and a princely diadem fet on
his head, the firft Prince of the court
to lead his horle, through the large
fireets of populous Sufan, and to pro-
claim; {o the man is to be honored,
Ibid. c. vi. 8, 9. whom the King is
pleafed to honor; what preferment,
what marks of efteem and glory, is
due to our great Patriarch the guar.
dian and governor of the King of
Kings, Jefus Chrift, who fupported
him in his minority, and with many
a fatiguing day’s work, took pains,

that the Son of God fhould not be
neceflitated to pafs from door to door -

begging

I

——————

v -



St. Jofeph's Dignity and Glorys 11
begging fubfiftence? All the noble
precedents, of grateful return to fa.
vours, recorded by Plutarch, Titus
Livius, Val. Maximus, and other au.
thcrs, whether facred or profane, are
infignificant and ufelefs, to exprefs
gefus’s love to Jofeph. Hear our

lefled Redeemer’s own words in a
sevelation approved by the Eaftern
Church, and recited by Ifidorus out
of grave authors; I converfed (faid
Chnift) with Fofeph, as if I had been
ks fon, he commanded me and [ obeyed
kim, I loved him as my father, and
even as the apple of my eye. So was

. he honored, whom the great Gud of

Afluerus was plealed to honor; the
Omnipotent Creator obeyed the voice

of man Jof. x. 14. :
The Apoflles took it as a fpecial
favor, to eat at the fame table with
their Mellias and Mafter, and cer-
tainly it was fo: the penitent M.g-
dalen diflolved into tears of love at
the kifling his facred feet, her foul
overflowing with heavenly delighis;
St. John Evangelit leaning on his
divine breaft feemed to have a fore-
A6 ‘ tafte
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tafte of the fweets of Paradife; and yet
what is all this, compared to theprivi-
leges St. Jofephenjoyed, net forafhort
time, but converfed familiarly with
him, for the long fpace of near thirty
years? Thetlittle Jefusin his infancy
leaned daily on his father’s breaft,
and whilft the Patriarch humbly ca-
reffed him, it is no vain imagination
to reprefent to ourfelves the divine
babe ftretching forth his facred arms,

cafting them abont his neck and fa- -

luting him.  Oh! the unfpeakable
joy, which then replenifhéd the heart
of this bleffed Saint! efpecially at
fuch times as deputed choirs of angels
fung in the little houfe of Nazareth
the glory of their great God there

refent in St. Jofeph’s arms. This

appened frequently as the bleffed

Virgin revealed to St. Bridgit in the -

following words; St. Fofeph often be-
held an admirable glory, in the midft of
which ‘my Son appeared in great fplen-
dor, and at the fame time heavenly mufic
delighted our hearts, the angels declare
ng and finging the glory of my Son.
$t. Bridg. lib. 6. Rev. c. 58. St

" Joleph
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St. Jofeph’s Dignity and Glory. 1y
gofeph kifling a thoufand times the
acred feet of his Saviour, feemed
continually on Mount Thabor, and
had the greateft reafon to congratu-
late with himfelf, and fay to Jefus,
Lord, it is good for us to be here. St.
Matt. xvii. 4. The hidden life of

: gc!'us -of -Nazaréth, is a {ubje&, not

or difcourfe but contemplation.

The merciful decree having pafled
to redeem prevaricating mankind, the
Son of God fingled out the ever im.
maculate Virgin Mary to be his mo-
ther, whom the eternal Father adopted

" as his daughter. A confort was to be

found, a helper like to herfilf, Gen. ii.
18. and for many important reafons.
That the might not be floned to-death
for an adulterels, that her pedigree
might be derived by her hufband’s,
that fhe might have a fupport and
comforter. St. Ignatius M. adds a
fourth, Apud. S. Hieron in 1 Math:
That “the niiraculous conception -of
Chrilt might be concealed from the De.
wi/. But éeing that man ts head of the -
woman, as Chriﬂ ts kead of-the Church
w—and-as-the Church is fubject +o C&r%

’



24 St. Jofeph’s Dignity and Glory.

o alfo women in all things to thar
hufbands. Ad Ephe/. 5. 23, 24: Who
was f{o qualified as St. Joleph to com-
mand her whom the higheft Seraphim

“whould take it as an honor to obey?

She to receive  fubmiffively a huf-
band’s orders, and to move imme-
diately at his firft beck; hear and
admire! The moft bleffed Trinity, out
of the numerous Tribe of Juda,
made choice of the Heirto the crown

and fceptre of David, R[;zferlu:. Corn.’

a Lapide in 1 Math. pofhbly not be-
caufe he was fo, but for that he was
juft, Se. Mat. i. 19. which word is
comprehenfive, and includes, a perfedd
poffeffion of all virtues, S. Hieronsin 3
Math. 1f men of the world could have
appointed their parents, they would
have had them fo polithed in everyre-
fpeft, that the moft inventive thought
could not defcribe perfons of greater
perfe&tion both as to mind and body;
the power of God could make the
fpoufe of Mary preferable in virtues
-to all other men, and to furmife his
-goodnefs has not favored him, is to
rank divine aflefion beneath our
owi, We

b N




St. Jofeph's Dignity and Glory. 15
‘We canndt be too tender and cau-
tious in tbe leaft feeming comparifon,
relating to the blefled Virgin with
St. _]o?eph. She is like the radiant
fun; in her prefence ftars of the firft
magnitude difappear. She alone gave
a body t%krf}lieem t}ilee ;ﬁrl«?,f fﬁ the
) riff is ¢ e/h of Mary.
.g.‘jfduﬁtﬂin, Serm. de Affump. Tﬁye
omnipotency of God cannot create &
greater mother. S. Bonav. l. 2 in fpec.
B. M. 5. She had a clear knowledge
of all her emident dignity; that fhe
was not only fovereign Queen of all
Saints and Angels, but the true and
real Mother of God. And in this
refpeét St. Jofeph was much her infe-
rior, yet the love and refpet fhe had
for her dear Spoufe, caufed her to fer
afide her prerogatives, and as one
under obedience, to render him all
manner of fervice and honor imagin.
able. Jefus was her God, and fhe
called jJofeph her Lord, (Bridg. 7.
Rev. c. 25.) fpeaking to him and of
him with profound refpeét and efteem,
as if he had been more delerving

than herfelf, Never was any Virgin
Lady



16 St Jofeph’s Dignity and 8lory.
Lady fo faithfully loving, fo chaftely
behaved, fo religioufly engaging in

converfation,. with her noble Spoufe, °

She loved him tenderly, as the zea~
lous proteftor of her confecrated vir-

- ginity, as the preferver of her un.

fpotted honor, againft any furmife
or reproach, concerning her virginal
child-birth: fhe refpefted him as head
and hufband, as one of the greateft
merit of all mankind, next to her Son
Jefus; therefore fhe chearfully con-
defcended to the meaneft fervices,
whereby fhe could exprefs her hum-
ble duty. O prerogative not to be
{ufficiently fet forth by an Angel! If
the aftonithed St. Elizabeth was fixed
in admiration, and with a loud voice,
cried out, whence ts this to me, that

the Mother of my Lord fhould come

to me. (St.-Lukei. 43.) how ought
we to extol his digmity, whom the
fame Mother of God ferved and
obeyed thirty long years? The dea
vout clients may take full notice, how
in honoring St. Jofepk they join with
the ever blefled Virgin, in hes formes
frequent performances.

We4

T

e e



St. Jofeph’s Dignity and Glory. 17
We are not to difcourfe of St.
Jofeph in the fame diale&, as when
we mention other faints. The eter.
nal truth indeed has declared, that
among the born of women, none has
rifen greater tham fohkn the Ba tg?,
St. Mat. xi. 11. which at firft fight,
feems to poftpone the bleffed Virgin;
St. Luke explicates tire foregoing
words. There has not arofe a greater
prophet. (St. Luke vii. 28) Hence
St. Ambrofe and St. Hilarius obferve,
that the Baptift is not fliled greateft
abfolutely but relatively to the Pro.
phets of the Old Teftament. He is
not compared to the blefled Virgin,
St. Jofeph, or the Apoftles, who fol-
lowing Chrift by reafon of their apoflo-
lical dignity were not lefs, perchance
greater than fohn. (Corn. a Laf in
Math. 11.) Be it how it will, in
refpe&t of the firft evangelical pro-
mulgers of Chriftianity, ¢ at prudent
and faithful fervant whom our Lord
conflrtuted over his famly to provide
food in due time, (St. Mat. xx1v. 45.)
in all equity feems excepted from the
 general rule, Let it be fpoken wix]li
- 8
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all imaginable deference to St. John,
the zealous prieft, undaunted:prophes,
and glorious martyr, there appears
a vaft diftance betwixt a parent and
precurfor. The blefled Virgin Mary,
as Mother of God, has a certain infinste
dignity; (St. Thom. 1. p. q. 25.) next
to her the greateft degree of honor
feems St. Jofeph’s right, by as muck
as he was ravfed to higher dignity
above others. (St. Tim. 3. p.) What

St. Mathew fets down; Mary of

 whom Fefus was born, is to contem-

Jatives, a compleat elogium of all
ﬁer praifes. St. Jobn Damalcen makes
the fame inference as to St, Joleph,

Jor calling kim the hufband of Mary,
the title 1s zr;j’able, (Con. 3. 1n nat. B,
Maria, ) .and nothing moreglorious can
bf ﬁld of}lima

St. Jofeph’s ‘perfonal fervices to
God made man, and thofe of the
blefled Virgin, are of a far higher
rank, than what was .performed by
others.

. He 'laboured, ‘he toiled, that our
blefled Redeemer might be fupported
and fupplied in all human neceilities:
) ’ fo
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{o that at the laft dreadful day, when
the wicked men will wither away with

Jear, (Luke xi. 26.) whillt happy fouls
will e admiring the goodnefs of the
imwmortal Judge, for taking notice of
their {mall duties in relieving him, in
the perfons of his Jitile ones, as not
knowing well how to underfland the
fuperlative favor, they will inquire,
Lord! When did we fee you hum-
&7y, nehed, or a firanger (St. Mat. xxv.
34. 35.) at that time our great Patri.

~ arch, may receive public honors he-
fore the congregated univerfe; for
avhereas our merciful Saviour will fzy
to the Jowelt faved fouls, come
bleffed of my Father, &c. the chavm-
ing and glorious acknowledgment,
may be literally applied to St. Jofe la
a,lfter tl:‘s manner, Come my bleffed k
¢ er, take pofleffion o ahngdam re-
pared for gfau'girom/t.he be, mmngp of
the world, for I (who fit on this
throne) was hungry, and you gave me

o eat, thirfly and you gave me to drink,

@ [firanger and you entertained me for
t/nrt Jears in Egypt and Palefline,
5{. Mamn. whea & Catechumen,
deferved
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deferved to fee Chrift, bearing.on his
facred fhoulders part of the cloak he
had befltowed upon an indigent crea=
ture, (In vita S Martin.) we cannot
comprehend the honors referved b
the great and good God, who wit
found of trumpet may proclaim, I
was naked from head to foot, and
. Jofeph here prefent cloathed me, he

frequently divefted himfelf of his own
garments to fecure me from fhiver-
ing, in freezing blafls,

The melifluous do&tor of Claravale
lis makes a fort of a parallel betwixt
%ofcph the fon of Jacob, governor of

gypts (S. Bernard, Hom. 2. in miffus
e{l ') and Jofeph governor of Chrift.

he fecond has firifter right to the
encomiums of the firfl, attributed to
him in facred writ. No man on the
earth, fays Ecclefiaflicus, Eccli[ xlvi,
17.was ltke to him,was a man born the
prince of his brethren, the flay of the
‘nation,a pmﬁ of kis people: the Egype
tian monarch took the ring from his
own finger and gave it into Jofeph’s
hand, ordering him to mount the /e.
cond chariot, (Gena iv.) commandin
: al




St. Joleph's Dignity and Glory. 1
all to bow the knee before him, and a
crier to proclaim, that ke was gover-
mor over the whole land of Egypt, the
throne only diftinguithing bim from
Pharaoh, who faid of him; that he
was fall of the Spirit of God. Gen. xlii.
The application is obvious. The
‘fpoufe of the blefled Virgin was a
prince chofen by the Almighty to be
the ruler and fupport of the facred
family, he was honoured with the
moft glorious wedding ring, as huf-
band to the Mother of Jefus, in all
probability having the fecond feat in

- heaven, next to his virgin fpoufe. He
was the prote&or of his Saviour, and
by conlequence full of the Spirit of
God ; for, doubtlels, the Holy Gholt
co-operating fo immediately to the
incarnation, defcended upon him as
he did upon the apoftles, as far as was
expedient to difcharge his incumbent
duty, blefhing him with angelica! pu-
rity, fingular prudence, heroic forti-
tude, unlimited patience, unfhaken
conftancy, profound bumility, fera.
phical love of God, and intenfe affec-

tion for his immaculate fpoule, as allo
fuch
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fuch other virtues as feemed due to
him, who was deputed not to prevent
famine in-Egypt, but to preferve the
Bread coming down from heaven,
(1 Foan. vi.) which was to redeem
mankind, and nourifh the fatthful, in
the bleffed facrament of the altar, ren-
dering them bappy in paradife by the
beatifical vifion of himfelf, and the
other two adorable perfons of the moft
facred Trinity.-

From what has been already offer-
ed,may con-naturally be inferred, that
it is not temerarious nor improbable,
but rather pious and very likely to be of

opinion, that S. h?ojéplz,exccl: all other
jgnt: (except the blefled Virgin) iz .
grace and glory. Suarez p. 3. t. 2.
Difput. 8. &c. None can difpute
precedence of coronation with the
royal confort of the Mother of God.
Marcianus, a fervant and fubje&t, be-
came emperor upon the marriage with
Pulcheria, they both living virgins;
and it would be a defe€t in judgment
as well as in devotion, to entertain a
thought that others go before the Fa.
vourite of Heaven. The confuiting

fedate
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fedate reafon and common fenfe lays
demonttration in our way, that lower
fubjefls gives place to him, who was
the objeét of Jelus’s and Mary’s ar-
dent affe&ions: fo that the dream of
Jofeph in Canaan is verified alfo in
our glorious Patriarch, the flars adore
kim, Gen. xxxix. 7.; that is to fay, all
blefled fpirits reverence him, as was
revealed to S. Gertrude on the Vigil
of the Annunciation of the bleffed
Virgin,to whom heaven waslaidopen,
and when the choir fung S. Jofeph’s
ﬁraifes, or the prieft at the altar named

im, the faints bowed their heads,
(In vita S. Gertrud) fhewing figns of
joy, and congratulation, for the ho-
nours done him upon earth. Where-
fore as the worfhip of Latriais of-
fered folely to God, Hyperdulia to
the blefled Virgin, the higheft Dulia
belongs to S. Jofeph.

Before I clofe this chapter, I can-
not forbear remarking how unjuft the
common penci)s are to eur Patriarch,
~ that (I know net on what account)
~ reprefent him, both as to age and fea-

' tures, not becoming the fofter fathg;
) - o
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of Jefus, and fpoufe of Mary. Inall
probability the Son of God would not
provide a hufband to his beloved Mo-
ther, who had the leaft perfonal de.
fe&; and although he might be forty
when the blefled Virgin was fourteen,
ret he ought not to be expofed, as
caning on a ftaff, and fo decrepit as
to be almoft ufelefs, when he was vie
orous and able to work thirty years
in ferving the facred family at home
and abroad. S. Bernard}ui; 40f opi- |
niun, that . Fofeph was the likenefs o
Mary; and fhif earned Gerfon 34;&{
that the face of Fefus refembled the face
%” Jo/iph, whom his royal progenitor
avid toretold would be the msff beaw-
tiful among the fons of men, Pfal. xliv.
31. conformable to the word of God, ‘
a father is known by his fon. Ecclef.
x1. 10. Jofeph therefore had the a-
greeable features of Jefus and Mary ;
his very perfon was to create refpeét,’
reverence and affe@tion, in the three
eaftern princes, who came to adore
their Redeemer, and infant God, in
obfcure Bethlehem. He was not on-
ly confort, but conflant companion
to




St. Jofeph’s Dignity and Glory. =5,
to the Queen of Heaven, and feeing
that beauty, according to S. Auguf-
tin, is a gift of God, renderiny his
works amiable, the omnipotent Son,
who had full power to qualify his Fa-
ther upon earth, would not refule this
additional ornament to his other dif-
tinguifhing perfe€tions. The Bethu-
lian Judith was admired by Holo-
fernes, and the whole camp of the Af-
fyrians, God himfelf giving finiihing
firokes ( Fudith. x. 4.) to compleat the
lovely objett; fuch like favours
granted to her and others, cannot in’
any equity of conftruftion be fup.
pofed refufed to. Joleph. It may be
verified of him more than of incon.
Rant Ifrael thou art my fervant, I will
glory inthee. Ifaias xlix. 3. His life
was all of one piece, and not party-
coloured. What relates to particu.
lars will be briefly explicated afters ~
wards by meditations, from the time
of his joyful birth, to his moft happy
departure in the divine anms of Jefus.

B Cuar,
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‘Cuar. 1L.—4t what Time the Devo-
tion to St. Jofeph became univerfal.

THE great Alexander, - flanding
before the tomb of Achilles, la-
menting his own misfortune, and mag-
nifying -the advantage of the famed
warrior : Happy Achilles, faid he, who
tad Homer to defiribe his conquefls; of
whick, notwithflanding, the greateft
part is the produé of poetical fancy.
Let us extol the honour of S Jofeph,
and fay, Thrice kappy he! who had the
Ommipotent to be his panegyrifp! We
have already heard "how the Holy
Ghoft bas derived his pedigree from
Abraham; the Scriptures take notice
of him, by name, whenever occafion
prefents ufelf; angelical meflengers
from heaven are feveral times (S. Mat.
i. 20. S, Mat. ii. 13, 20.) difpatched
to him, and commanded to addrefs
ofeph; the Son of God was fubjel
gna’ Sﬁtdz'ent to lu'm,f Lute ii. 51.{ 'gnd
had he becn living when Chrift bled
on Mount Calvary for all mankind,
queftionlefs, he would have flood,
. hero
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hero like, with his dolorous fpoufe
under the crofs. Notwithftanding
thefe encomiums, and what may be
deduced from them, the brighter luftre
of S. Jofeph’s glory did not dart its
beam from the clouds till many ages
after his departure, It is true, S.
Chryfoftom, S. Gregory Nazianzen,
S. Peter Chryfolegus, with ather an.
cient writers here and there delivered
in_ fhort fentences their fentiments
concerning his merits and glory ; but
thefe may be termed rather tranfient
hints, than intended panegyrics: for
the devation met not with any extra.
ardinary encouragement till the reign .
of Pope Gregory XI. of that name,
in the fourteenth century. ,

The firft place P. Barrie knows of
confecrated to his memory, is a chapel
in the cathedral church of Avignon,
dedicated to' S. Agricola. The altar-
piece reprefents the Patriarch con
du&ting Jefus and Mary into Egypt.
Roung about this chapel this Pope
placed his coat of arms, and large ef-
cutcheons of ftone, encrealing at the.
fame time the revenues of the. Canons.

Be of



28 Of Univerfal Devotion

of  that church. Perchance this was
petitioning S. Jofeph to difpofe Italy
for his reception, the Vicars of Chrift
having continued feventy years ablent
from Rome, de fallo he returned to
his Roman chair five years after his
creation, which was anno 1370. So
it feems as if S. Jofeph (who brought
our Lord out of Egypt) was infirue
mental in Gregory’s return, from a
private city in France to the capital

of the world. There helongs to the |

abovementioned chapel a confrater-
nity of Bachelors, and a fodality of

Virgins, who in the folemn procef- -

fion -on his fellival carry in their
hands pofies of flowers, as emblems
of the fragrant odour of his eminent
virtues. %n our age devotion to him
is univerfal through the habitable
world : his feaft is of precept, proper
hymns are .appointed in the divine
office to fing his praifes and preroga-
tives, every one contending to be the
foremott in his favour.

But why? (fays the modern critic)

why were the glorious merits of St.

Joleph fo long concealed? Why not.

gence
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ﬁenerally made known to Chriftians
efore the 14th century? True be-
lievers are to tremble at why's and
wherefore’s in  divine government.
It was the enfnaring quare of the en-
vious and malicious ferpent, which
. was the mafter-fpring to ruin Adam
and ali his numerous pofterity. Why
hath God commanded you mot to eat?
Gen. iii, 1,7 A'realon for the precept!
It is unpardonable prefumption to en-
ter into the Omnipotent’s hidden fe-
crets, and damnable curiofity, to dive
iato his fecret decrees: it is fufficient
to have evidence, God has commanded
&, the Omnipotent and Omnfcient has
0 ordered st, his ways are unfearch-
able, and who has been his counfellor #
Ad. Roman. 11. 33, 34. Infinite Wif-
dom knows beft why univerfal devo-
tion to the Aeeper of his Lord, is of fo
freth a date. 1 offer fomething of the
like nature by way of retortion, which
carries no difficulty in the folution.
Moles having got a fight of the
land of promife from the mountains
of Nebo and Phafga, died in the land
of Moab, and the Lord buried him in
) B 3 - the
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the valley of Moab, and no mm
knows his fepulchre unto this prefent
day. Deut.. xxxiv. 6. We know
why heand Aaron were not permitted
to eater the land of promife,-but are
abfolutely ignorant, why God weuld
bury him with private oblequies.
Why would not the Creator, glorify-
ing them that glorify him, 1 Reg. it
0. honour Moles (who fpoke te
i'mﬂlce to face, Exod. xxxiii. 11, as
man is accuflomed to fpeak to his friend)
@s much as an inferior prophet Elize-
us, whofe very bones in the fepulchrey
by a cafual touch, revived a dead bo-
dy? 4 Reg. xiii.21. Again, thearch
angel Michael contended with the
devil, concerning the body of the faid
Mofes, Epiff, fud. v. g. wwhy this
ftrife, wherefore, and to what end P
When was it? What was the {ubje&
of the hot difpute ? The folid anfwer -
to this and other unknown refolves
iin divine adminiftration, is that of St
Paul, who on earth has beem God's
counfellor § however prudent and pi-
ous interpreters, with bumility and
fubmiffien, offer to retura an anfwer
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to the ralh why’s. The Hebrew na.
-tion was fo ftupenduouily ﬁrone tQ

" the borrid crime of idolatry, that even
when they were fo terr.ih);d with di-
vine Majefty thundering on the fiery.
mountain, they petitioned that Mofes
might fpeat to them, not the Lord, lefp
they died.  Exod. xx. 10. Yeta few
days after, concluding Mofes to be
fuffocated with the continual and
thick fmoak, or to have been ftruck

- dead by fome thunderbolt, (Abulens in
Exod.) they proftrated themfelves be~
fore a deformed idol, owning the
molten calf to have been their mercis
ful deliverer-from Egyptian flavery,
- If therefore they impioufly adored
what they knew to have been formed
out of their wives, fons and daughters
ear-rings (Exod. xxxii. 2.) and bod-
kins, what would they not have done
having certain pofleffion of the /aw-
giver's body ? of his who had wrought
fo many prodigious wonders (they
were eye-witnelfes of) both in E-
gypt and in the defert, both on land
and id the Erithean feas? it is much
to be feared they would have deified
B 4 the
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the Thaumaturgus, as blind gentility
placed Jupiter, Mars, and other re-
nowned heroes in the number of the
fititious gods. To prevent fo horrid
an attempt, no mar knows the fepulchre
vf Mofes unto this prefent day. '
" This feems to aniwer fufficiently
why the primitive ages took not full
cognifance of St. Jofeph’s merits and
lo1y, nor reprefented them clearly to
_%hriﬁ’s faithful. Becaufe Moles was
fo great a man, therefore his body was
concealed ; and becaufe St. Jofeph
was fo fublime a faint, it feemed ex-
pedient to the Catholic Church, di-
refted by the Holy Ghott, not to ap«
point him any public honours. Ob-
{erve the reafon; fcarce was Chrifti-
anity well fetiled, when the Ebionites

i attempted to rob our blefled Redeemer

of his divinity, affirming moft facri
legioufly, that Jofeph was the natural
father of Jefus; and by confequence,
they denied the angelical virginity of
the Mother of God. The preaching
up at that time St. Jofeph’s preroga-
tives, snd eminent glory, would have

- given feeming encouragementto tll:lof‘e
. . ale
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blafphemous heretics, and likewife:
might have flirred up dangerous.
thoughts in weak believers.. For men,.
as is obferved, are too frequently car-
ried on to’extremes, in honouring:
fuch as they love and admire, and the:
enlarging on what has been faid al«
. seady, with what wit and eloquence:

could fet forth in his praifes, might

have fuggefled forcible doubts, that

poflibly ie was the patural father of

_ Jefus, becaufe the real hufband of
Mary ; efpecially converfing with the-

Ebionites, who were learned ‘men of

affefted fanélity, and agreeable behavi..

our. Therefore the Catholic Church.

proceeded moft prudently, chufing:

" the other extreme, and pa%'ingvhim 0-
ver in long filence, while fhe cele.
brated the memory. of many,. who.
could not pretend to ftand in compe.
tition. Thefe heterodox opinions.
having been detcéted, detefled and.
extingutihed, the danger ceafes, and-
therefore. univerfal devotion to the:
Fofter Father of Jefus is ferverouft
entertained, and - highly applaude
_ B ; wheres-
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where.ever the Chriflian religion is
profefled.

- The Omnipotent doth not order
“any thing but by the {trié&t rules of fit
difpofitions and fuitable preparations,
in the exalteft mealure and weight,
(Sapient. xi. 21.) proportioning parti-

culars to time and circumflances, as to -

" his infinite wifdom feems conducing
to his greater glory. This fupreme
Being, who fo frequently in the Old
Teftament calls himfelf the Lord of
kofts, the God of armies, is infinitely

vigilant over his Church Militant up.

on earth, that the rebellious gates §f
kel may not prevarl, St. Mat. xvi. 18.
He fealonably fends forth frefh fup-
plies to oppofe diabolical adverfaries,

and notorious {preaders of erioneous-

doftrine: in the law of nature the
holy patriarchs faced the enemy;
in the written law commiffioned pro-
hets fought valiantly in the front of
{:is forces; in hours of grace, the a-
oftles and their fucceﬂtg)rs, lawfull
Ezm, force back the approaching rea
bels. Even care is taken againit the
confummation of the world; Enocg
an
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and Elias are yet living as a refetve
to head the eleft in oppofing mon-
firous Anti-Chrift in his violent ca-
reer; whofe fhort reign will be at-
tended with fo great tyranny and ter-
ror, that were it poffible the very chofen
would conform and be led into errore

~ .Mat. xxiv. 24.

The proteéting and fweet provie
dence of God, from the very birth of
Chriftianity according to refpe€live
neceflity, has from time to time raifed
ur religious orders to curb and hum-
ble bold broachers of libertine novel«
ties, difagreeable and dithonourable
to the pure doétrine of Chrift Jefus.
This Lord God of Armies has ftrengtha
ened his Church in the laft corrupt
ages, as [ome are pioufly of opinion,
by the conquering referve St. Jofeph
efpecially againft thofe who craftily
lurk within the pale and offer the
rankeft poifon, in the golden cup of
reforming morals. To learned di-
vines, this appears an anfwer of no
fmall weight why' the univerfal devo-
tion was not entertained till the hete.
tical contagion threatened a general

‘B infettion
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‘infeftion in moft provinces, and king. -
doms, to the end the faithful might
‘more perceptibly and efficacioufly ex-
‘perience the power and proteétion
of the Patriarch, calling on him with
greateft fervour (the devotion being
n its meridian) to defend Ais pure
doftrine, whofe divine perfon he pro-
te€ted upon earth.
‘Other congruous reafons might be
- alledged why.this devotion is of a late
‘ftanding; but I haften to fhew how ad-
vantageous it is.

CHAP. IIL—0f the powerful Affifiance
.of St. Jofeph to his devout Clents.

f HE illuminated St. Terefa of Je-
A fus, celebrated for frequent re-
velations, and religious obfervance,
who fuccefsfully reformed the calced.
‘Carmelites, and ere@ed monafteries
.and convents for both fexes, that the
might furmount fuch difhiculties, which
to prudent men appeared infuperable,
took the glorious St. Jofeph for her
lord and advocate, She honoured
him above all other faints, ftiling bim
, her
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her father and mafier. Under his
aufpicious proteétion, fhe a poor vir-
-gin, founded thirty-two religious
houfes, notwithftanding the oppofition
-of fecular princes, and feveral of her
own order and profeflion. Take her
-own expreflion in commending this
{aint out of the fixth chapter. of her
}I...ili_e, out.of ebedience penned by her-
felf. :
“I have {een clearly that this Fa-
¢ ther and Lotd of mine (St. Jofeph)
¢ hath drawn me, as well out of this
¢ neceflity (being crippled with fick-
¢« nefs) as out of others greater, when
¢ there was queftion of honour and
« lofs of my foul, and that with more
¢ benefit and advantage than even
¢ myfelf could tell how to defire.
¢ Nay, I cannot remember that hi-
¢ therto 1 ever defired-any thing by
¢¢ his means which he bath failed to
¢ obtain for me, and it is able to a-
¢ maze me when 1 confider the great
¢« favours which Almighty God bath
¢ done me by means of this blefled
¢ faint, and the dangers both of foul
¢ and body out of which he hath de-

-+ livered
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livered me; in fuch fort that as it
feems our Lord hathgiven the grace
and power to other faints to fuc-
cour, in fome kind the neceflities
of men; but I find, by good ex-
perience, that this glorious faint
fuccours us in them all; and that
our Lord will make us under-
ftand, that as he would be fube

“ je&t to Jofeph upon earth, and that
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by enjoying the name of his father,
and being, as it were, his direétor
and tutor, he might then command
him fo; alfo now in heaven he
would grant whatfoever this faint
fhould defire.  This truth has been
known by the experience of others,
whom I have defired to recommend
themfelves to this f{aint, and now
many are become devoted to him,
and I myfelf have frefh experience
of this truth.—~Whofoever wants a
mafler who may inftru&t him to
pray, let him take this glorious faint
tor his guide, and he fhall never
lofe bis way.” Thus St. Terefa

declares her fentiments, and in feves
ral places of her excellent treatifes,

the
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fhe recounts how St. Jofeph mira-
culoufly aflifted her, not only in ereét-
ing monafteiies, but alfo in dangers
when travelling on fuch occafions.

St. Francis de Sales, that apoftoli-
cal prelate, and defervedly prince of
Geneva, was a fignal promoter of de-
votion to St. Jofeph. Founding the
holy order of vifitation, he put the firft
monaftery under his proteétion; he
ordered his feaft to be kept with

reateft folemnity in all their houfes,
girc&ing by the inftitute all his fpi-
ritual children to make application to
him; that the miftrefs of the novices
fhould caufe thofe upon trial, and e-
ven candidates, to get a habit of cal-
ling upon him when they begin their
mental prayer, to take him for their
guide and maflerin this holy exercife,
refpefting him as their tutelar patron.

St. Francis preached twice the fame
day at Lyons in honour to St. Jofeph,
as if he could never fufhiciently en-
large in his praifes. He alfo has left
in writing his fentiments of this faint,
in his Spiritual Entertainments, out
of which I recite thefe few words (—)—-!



40 Of St. Fofeph's Affiftance.

% Q! what a great faint is-the glori-
“ ous St. Jofeph!—He is not only a
“ patriarch, but the chief of the pa-
¢ triarchs; he is not only a confefs
¢ {or, but more th.n a confeflor; for
“ in his prerogative of confeflor is
* included the dignity of bifhops, the
« generofity of martyrs, the purity of
‘s virgins, and. the perfettion of all
“ other faints.” The laft claufe of
this moft illuftrious bithop, viz. be
having the perfetion of all other
faints, affords ftandard weight to what
was faid in the firft chapter.

Thefe two glorious faints, with fe<
veral others before mentioned, ereft-.
ed jmblicly the ftandard of St. Jofeph,
and fuch as lifted themfelves experie
enced advantageous afliftance. Proe
bably St. Terefa and St. Francis were
fo eminent, and fo far advancedin an
interior life, becaufe this patriarch
was their fpiritual dofor. Hear the
former’s opinion on this point: I
¢ have not known any one, who is.
¢ ferioufly devoted to this glorious.
* faint ( Jofeph), and performs to him..
% feveral. fervices, whom. I find not

- “alfo.
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“ alfo to be much advanced in vire
¢ tue; for he affifts thofe fouls much
¢ thatrecommend themfelvesto him.”
Invit. 8. Teref. 1 ¢. 6.

It is very obfervable, that thofe who
afpire to be interior perfons profit in
-his {chool; they have God before
their eyes in all their aflions, through
his interceflion, who was near- thirty
years in the continual prefence of the
Word Incarnate. The folid perfec-
tion of a foul confifts much in interis
or and intenfe afls, direfling each
particular to the final end, which is
God’s glory, without mixture of for-
did temporal motives. When St.
Mary Magdalen Pazzi faw B. Aloy-
fius Gonzaga in glory, it was given
her to underfland, that the relplen-
dent crown was the reward of his fre.
quent and ferverous interior Adls,
F. Severin, in a printed relation, re.
commends to poﬂerity what proficie
ents fuch are who are under the di.
reftion of St. Jofeph. He accidents
ally met a young man, and entering
with him into pious dilcourfes, difcos
vered that he was highly enlightened&

. an
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and replenifhed with more than ordi—
nary gifts. He gave himfelf to pray—
er and recolleétion, was weaned froom
all affetion to creatures, and what
the fottith blind world runs after
greedily and admires. Although he
was not trained up to much learning,
yet he difcourfed not only like a faint,
but a folid divine. F. Severin pro-
pofed to him many queftions, a-
mong the reft, if he was not devout
to St. Jofeph? To the laft he replied,
¢ For fix years paft he has been
“ my direftor and proteétor;. our Sa-
* viour himfelf afligned him for my
¢ patron; .next to the bleffed Virgin
¢ he is the greateft faint in heaven,
* and had the plenitude of the Holy -
¢ Gholtt, like the apoftles.” ,
For what regards the maladies of
the mind, St. Jofeph has found won-
derful {uccefs. F. Barry inftances fe- -
veral remarkable cures in love and -
hatred, two  predominant paffions,
which frequently appear almolft incur-
able, and allo of defpairand fhame to
comply with duty. A certain perfoa
was [0 defponding with doubts of per-
o ' fevering

»
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" fevering in a religious flate, that fhe
was juft upon the precipice of ‘ruin,
yet reciting nine days the beads of .
St. Jofeph in his honmour, fhe over-
came the temptation fhe was finking
under. Others were wallowing in
the fink of fenfuality, and were im-
mediately drawn out by this pattern
of purity. :

It is related of a lady, who was hap-
pily delivered from a deplorable fla.
very and miferable thraldom of mind,
by the mediation of this faint, after
the following manner:—Fear and
fhame had fuch an afcendant over du-
ty, that obligation could not prevail
with her to procure a performance
of what conlcience fuggefted abfo-
lutely neceflary, viz. A fincere confe/-
fon of her fins. To break through
thefe difficulties, the had recourfe to
St. Jofeph, reciting his hymn and
prayer nine days; on the laft, the was
touched with deep remorfe, and wag
affifted with fufficient courage to ex-
pofe the gangreening ulcers, the holy
patriarch {moothing the rough way
to the confeflional, In gratitude the

o COonNea
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convalefcent, or to fpeak more pro-
perly, the perfetly cured lady car-
ried afterwards an image about her
neck of the Fofter-Father of Jefus, to
terrify the tempter for the future, fromt
approaching her with any of his dan=
gerous and damnable fuggeftions.

To fhew how tender St. Jofeph is
of his clients, I relate a paflage out
of Ifidorus. (Lib. 4. ¢c.10.) A gen-
tleman of Venice, much devoted to
the faint, was wont to recite daily up<
on his knees feveral prayers before
St. Jofeph’s pi¢ture. Being vifited
by a mortal ficknefs, he had hig
thoughts more employed, as 1t fre~
quently happens, concerning the re<
covery of his bodily health&than the
one thing neceffary, (St. Luke x. 42.
the fafeti of gs I%ul, and a happy4de{
parture from a fhort time to never
ending eternity, St. Jofeph mindful
of his paft fervices appeared to him,
cautioning him to prepare for death,
whicl drew nearer than was imagined.
Hereupon he difpofed himfelt, bege
ged the laft facraments, and had the

' ~ comfort
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comfort of St. Jofeph’s afliftance in
his painful agony.

A gentleman at Paris, whofe cha-
raler and habit, required an unfpot-
ted life, had for five years abandoned

Klefs, taking up
the fordid praftices of Epicure, and
deferting the pure maxims of Jefus
Chrift. Sound advice was loft upon
bim, and kind relations could not
prevail with him to live at leaft in the
world like a2 man of honor, as was
expeéted from his quality. He flill
continued to poftpone the glory of his
Creator, and fet a low value upon the
joys of heaven. All was ineffetual;
for he would not leave the crowd
of unhappy tranfgreffors. Hereupon
his friends having recourfe ro higher

owers, defired a Father of the Soci-
ety of Jefus to celebrate holy Mafs in
honor of St. Jofeph, and another of

“the fame body, not yet in holy orders,

to offer up nine Communions, to the
end the fcandalous delinquent might
be ftopped in his notorious wicked -
ways. At the fame time their pray-

ers were offered to God the party fell
' ’ moft
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moft grievoufly fick, and the indif-
difpofition of his body was the cure
of %is foul; for the violent diftemper
increafed to extremity, which fo much
terrifyed him, feeing as it were by
ferious refle@ions of what was paft,
and what was to come, the very gates
of hell wide open to receive him, that

he reverently difpofed himfelf, by the

Sacraments of the Church, to a Chri-

ftian exit; refolving (if he recovered.

his former ftate of health) to employ
his endeavours in a pious work of
great importance, and much condu-
cing to God’s glory. He recovered,
to the admiration of all and happily

compleated what he had dpurpofed, to-

the great edification and comfort of
fuch- who knew any thing of his
former proceedings. He himlelf owna
ed the power and goodnefs of St
Jofeph, in his fudden change and
perfeét converfion. - '
A youni man at Lyons, of diftinc-
tion who had paffed his years in the
fear of God, refolved to quit the-
~ world, for the greater fecurity of his
‘falvation, but was diverted from his
pious
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pious refolution by friends and rela-

tions, ating out of temporal motives,

who like antmal men favoured not the

things that were from the Spirit of God,

JSor they are folly to them, and cannot
urzder/{and it. (1 Cor. ii. 14.) As

frequently we are punifhed by what we

tranfgrefs in, (Sap. xi. 17.) and tafte

the bitter fruit of our own ways;

(Prov. i. g2.) fo it befel thofe unkind

parents, diffuading the execution of

‘the heavenly call. The fon fruftrated
of his defigns and defires, and flight.

ing the former in{pirations, began to

find an ebb of devotion, and from a

remiflnefs, there followed a total ne-

gleét in fpiritual duties. He betook

bhimfelf to wars, and exercifed the

licentioufnefs of a profligate foldier,

not only letting loofe the bridle to

ungoverned paflions, but becoming

a noted ringleader to fuch as were

not afhamed to march after his black

-ftandard. The affli€ted father and
mother, too confcious of their mi-

ftaken affeQions, wept and lamented

without ceafing; they acknowledged

. their error, in giving indireétly a be-
i ginning
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ginning to unforefeen fcandals, they
conjured him by frequent letters, to
look back, they importuned by friends
who 1efided near him, to have pity
- on his doleful parents, but all was in
vain; his heart was depraved and
hardened, his underflanding obfcured
and befotted : in excefs of grief and
confiding hope, they had recourfe to
St. Jofeph, humbly petitioning him
to ufe his meditation for biinging
back the lofl fheep, refolving to im-
g]orc him daily, till he vouchfafed to
ear their prayers. On the third day
of their devotions, the prodigal fon
returned home, caft himfelf in confu-
fion at his parents feet; with fighs
and tears he begged pardon for being
the occafion of their long grief; he
detefted his follies, reformed his life,
correfponded with his formervocation,
entered religion, and died in it exem-
plarily; this is another trophy of St.
Jofeph’s power and goodnefs.

The many votive piftures hanging
round the altars of this glorious Saint
proclaim {ufficiently his univerfal pro-
teftion.  The number of his clients

" and
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and miraculous cures would {well vo-
lumes; he not only lends an aflifting
hand to diftempers of the mind, but
likewife to the difeales of the body.
I give, in fhort a few examples, by
which a prudent judgment may be
framed, what paffed in diftant and
different parts of the world, and of
which P. Barry had no account or
knowledge. : '
~ Sifter Jane de Angelis, was con.
fined to her bed fourteen days, by a
formal pleurify, which permitted her
not to reft day or night; fhe had been
let blood nine times in lefs than a
fortnight’s fpace, and the quantity
taken from her occafioned fuch weak-

nefs, that fhe could fcarce turn in

* bed, none expefling any other change
but death, to free her from fuch tor-
turing mifery. She fell into violent
convulfions, like one ready to give
up the ghoft, and though her exterior
fenfes did her little fervice, her judg-
ment was clear and at full liberty.
¢ As I lay in this fad condidion’ (hear
her own words) ¢ there appeared unto
¢ me a large and beautiful cloud, in
“which



50 Of St. fofepk’s Affiftance.

.* which on my right fide ftood my
¢ good angel of incomparable beauty,
¢ like a youth of eighteen years of
.« age, having in his right hand a fair
< wax flaming taper; on the other
¢ fide in the cloud, was my holy father
¢ St. Jofeph, with a countenance out-
. ¢ fhiming the fun in brightnefs, and a
* majefty more than human, refemb-
¢ ling in age, a man of forty or forty-
« five years.—Beholding me, he laid
¢ bis hand upon that fide where the
¢ principal fource was of my diftem.
¢ per, and anointed me with oil, or

¢ fome fuch fort of liquid, and the

¢ anointed place remained fomethin

¢ moift. At the fame tnftant, I foung

¢« myfelf perfeétly recovered, and-told
¢ the ftanders by as much.” Thus the
religious woman.

All with tears of joy magnified the -
mercies of God, and the goodnefs of |
the holy Patriarch, but Monfieur |
Faveon, her Phyfician, and a Prote- |
Atant, was moft aftonifhed, when en.
tering ber chamber to vifit this de- "
fpaired of patient, he found the family !
- wnon their knees in prayer, which |

!
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..made him conclude fhe was departed,

but was immediately undeceived by
the late agonizing woman herfelf,
who arofe from her knees, and walked
towards him in her religious habit,
with a [miling countenance recounted
the particulars of her fudden reco-
very. He, who out-facing the beft
Hiia'orian and the holy Doétors of the
Church, maintained miracles to have
ceafed, was forced to fay God ts Om-
~mipotent! who gives vifible marks of
his true Church in thefe latter ages,
as he was pleafed to do at the firft
preaching of the gofpel. This mira-
. culous cure was fully attefted by fworn

- witnefles, both as to her dying con-

dition, and inftantaneous refeitlement
in health, as appears by a long printed
relation, approved by the moft illu-
ftrious "Bithop of Poittiers, wherein .
are feveral paffages; here omitted for

" brevity.

This ftupenduous favor was attend-
ed with two others of the like nature,
,eight days after. When Madam Lau.
bougemont was feized with a defpea
rate pleurify, which four of the ablef}
Cs phyficians
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phyficians of that place, judged in-
curable, and thought it in vain to
apply remedies; fhe was thenbig with
child which was a great addition to
her dangercus circumftances, but un-
derftanding that tlte ointment,’ re«
maining on the fide of fifter Jane dé& .
Angelis, had been taken off with a '
fine linen cloath, and was carefully -
preferved, an exprels was difpatched !
in all hafte to Loudun, defiring the |
favor of lending the ‘cloth, which had
wiped off the heavenly balfam. It
was brought to the fick lady, and the
odoriferous flavour filled her with
fenfible joy, application being made |
to her fide, the found herfelf per-
feftly recovered. She was alfo freed |
from another danger, of almoft equal (
hazard, being delivered a few hours !
after of a child, which the Dottors
and+Surgeons concluded had been
dead a whole month in her body.
- A ftrong young 'man at Laubouge-
ment, called Claud Murner, was
brought {o low and feeble'by a wiolent
fever, and an ulcerated fwelling, ex-
tending itlelf from the ribs to the
. -~ reins,‘

—_— e —
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reins, that the Phyficians of Mafcon
were of opinion, that the breaking of
the ulcer would carry him off, or if
he - furvived the running of colleéted
humours, he would remain a cripple
all the days of his life, Upon this
refult, fome of the fick man’s rela-
tions advifed him to a- vow to St.
Jofeph, to confefs and communicate ;
a religious perfon offering the fame
day, the unbloody. facrifice, to im-.
plore St. Jofeph’s Affiftance. This
done, his fide being rubbed with what
had touched the aforefaid linen cloth,
and fwallowing a bit of paper, which
had touched the fame, and upon
which was written the moft facred
-name of Jefus, that very day the fe.
ver left bum, the fwelling wafted away,
his firength returned, {o that tbree
or four days after he undertook on
borfe-back a journey of [even leagues,
What I have inftanced in thefe three
perfons, happened to others at Lyons,
Trevoux and Loudun, who by ‘the
fame means were cured of defperate
* diftempers,
. Cgsa Margaret
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Margaret Rigaud, a profeffed reli-
ious, in St. Elizabeth’s Monaftery at

yons, fell from a floor one ftory high;

the bruife of her head was fo terrible,
that the blood gufhed out of her ears,

and deprived her almoft of fenfe. She"
could not take any reft, even on the' |

fofteft pillow, and the evil increafing,

a confultation of Phyficians and Sur.’

geons was held, who unanimoulfly a-
eed the head was to be opened,

otherwife fhe would abfolutely lofe"

her fenfes, if not her life. The lan-
guithing patient defired the hazardous
operation might be deferred. In the

mean time her Superior moved by -

divine infpiration, ordered a Com-

munion nine days together, in honor’

of St. Jofeph for her recovery. The

violent pains continued eight days -
without abatement, and the ninth was
running on, without any probable

appearance of a change; wherefore

fome of the religious propofed, that

the wounded creature fhould make a

vow to St. Antoline, who by her’

interceffion, obtained relief in fuch
fort of bruifes and contufions. A fere
yorous

— e
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vorus devotee of the holy Patriarch
being prefent, and unwilling that any
other fhould have the honor of the
cure, oppofed vigoroufly the motion,
and begged their patience, at leaft till
the nine days were expired, whicha
few hours would compleat. T his be-
ing granted, (he withdrew herfelf, and- -

roftrating reprefented to St. Jofeph
now the wounded and fick woman
had been firft recommended to his
tender compafion, that he would not
permit any other to deprive him of
the glory, and feeing he had power
to relieve her, the conjured him by
the eminent prerogatives of being
nurfing father to Jelus, and fpoufe o
the mother of God, to grant her re-
queft; promifing ‘a grateful acknow-
ledgment to perform nine mortifica-"
tions in his honor, and to recite nine
times his prayer, afligned by the holy
Church. Towards the clofe of the ninth
- _day, the fick perfon found herfelf fo
perfellly cured, that rifingup, fhe could
not contain herfelf from ruaning
round the houfe, and proclaiming, 4
miracle, & miracle! The gloriousSaint

o Cy made
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made her alfo happy, by an additional
fivor, viz. before her illnefs, it was
a mortification to affift in the choir,
and plain fong feemed infupportable,
but after the recovery, none was a
more punlual obferver of religious
duties in the whole community : the
fet a high eflimate on perfe&tion, and
chofe St. Jofeph for her principal
Patron, for obtaining health to her
body, but much more for divine grace
to her foul. '

The dreadful contagion of the
plagut is a vifible fcourge of God, it
18 a quick executioner of a provoked
Deity, to make finful nations fenfible
of the defpifed Omnipotent; it hur-
ries on bold prevaricators by multi-
tudes, to the inexorable judgment-
feat, there to receive an unrepealable
fentence according to the nature of
their crimes. To prevail with the

. flubborn Hebrews for an ebfervance
of the written law, God declared by
Mofes' that he would punith the in-
fringers with a peftilence. Levi. xxvis
e5.) Which J"uﬂ. threats are frequently
repeated and inculcated, by the pro-

: phets
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hets Jeremias and “Ezekiel. For
avid’s vanity in numbering the peo-
_ple, the Almighty fent a plague upon
fl‘rael, which {wept off feventy thou~
fand. (2 Reg. xxiv. 15.) And at the
full period of the world, mortals will
be punithed with plague and famine.
(St. Mat. xxiv. 7.) It is needlefs to
give inflances of God’s humbling
provinces and kingdoms in the Law
of Grace; it is yet frefh in memory,
“how one of the flourilhing cities of
the world was laid wafte and defolate,
not half an age ago. The city of
Avignon was vifited by the plague,
near the beginning of the lait cen-
tury. The inhabitants apprehended
utter defolation, made folemn vows
to God, in honor of St. Jofeph, to
- obferve his fealt for ever afterwards
in the moft pious manner, which put
a flop to the fpreading "contagion.
This cauled feveral at Lyons, to have
#ecourfe to. him in like dangerous
circumftances. Take the few follow-
ing examples of the joyful fuccefs.
Monfieur Augery, an Advocate in
the Parliament of Dauphine, being at
Cs  Llyons

-
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Lyons on the 15th of July, 1638,
‘underftood that his fon Theodore,
feven years of age, was feized by the
"plague, which as ufual occafioned a
violent fever. A hard {welling with
the bubo, thewed itfelf under the right
‘arm. The afllited father made a vow
to God, that if St. Jofeph, by his
interceflion, would procure his fon’s
recuvery, and preferve the reft of the
family, confifting of nine perfons, he
would for nine-days together vifit the
-Saint’s Church, and- bear fo many
Mafles; he would offer wax candles
at his altar, with a votive piéture, as
‘a lafting acknowledgment of the fa-
vor. In the mean time the fick youth
‘was vifited by the Plague-furgeons,
‘and although yet living, was given
over and defpared of; accordingly, to
prevent farther infeftion, he was car-
ried to St. Lazarus’s, the Peft-houfe;
and that the miracle might appear
more evident, at his arrival there he
perfeétly recovered, and not one of
“the family had afterwards the leaft
fymptom of the diftemper. The fa-
t{er performed gratefully his promife,
hanging

|
)
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hanging up at the Altar of St. Jofeph.
a pifture, movingly reprefenting his
wife, children and himfelf on their
knees, giving thanks to God for the
favor obtained by St. Jofeph’s inter-
ceflion. At the bottom, thé miracle
was exprelled, and attefted by the
Advocate’s own hand.

Father Melchior de Faug, religious
of the Society of Jefus, aflifting thofe
in the Peft-houfe to depart happily,
was vilited by the fame infetion, and-
lay in extremity, all defpairing his
recovery, A Prieft of the fame order
obferving him near expiring, made a
vow (inviting the ﬁcﬁ man to join
with him) that upon the return ot his
healih, he would offer nine Mafles for
thank(giving in the Church of St.
Jofeph: at that inftant he recovered
his fpeech, and likewife perfett health,
The afliftance and proteétion of the
moll holy Patriarch was fo manifeft,

_ that thofe who were appointed ma-

fters of health in Lyons, to attend
the infefled, recommending them-
felves 10 St. Jofeph, were all pre-
ferved, although in the difcharge of

: their
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their charitable duty, they were daily
expofed to evident danger. Where-
fore after the plague was abated, in
the year 1638, they came proceflion-
ally in a body to St. Jofeph’s Church,
there confefling, communicating and
prefenting offerings at his Altar, to
exprefs their tender gratitude for fo
fignal a favor,

Tivenet, a pious old man, livin
near Lyons, in a village. called St.
Laurence D’ Auger being infefled
with the plague, inquired of the Vi-
car of the place, wha came to difpofe
him for eternal life, whether there
remained any hopes of a recovery ?
No other, anfwered the Paftor, than
to have recourfe to St. Jofeph, mak-
ing a vow to folemnize his Fealt
yearly, and that day to confefs and
communicate, and for nine days to
recite feven Pater’s and Ave’s con.
cluding them with thefe words, Je'us,
Maria, Jofeph. The good old man
made a vow, and that inftant, found
himfelf freed from the contagion, ad-
miring what was become of the fores
and fwellings which fo fuddenly dif-
appeared. : Bennet
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Bennet Gontelle, a gardner, near
St. Jofeph’s Church, loft every day
one of his family confifting of feven-
teen perfons; his wife and all his
children had been carried to the Peft-
houfe, which was the next ftep to
their graves; for there they died; he
and a fervant only furvived, who ex-
petted hourly to follow the reft: Fa-
ther Barry going to comfort them in
that fad afflition, advilfed him to
make a vow to St. Jofeph, by which
e fhould engage to offer feveral Mal-
fes-and Communions in his honor if
by his interceflion he fhould obtain his,
and his fervant’s prefervation from
the plague, which had fo infefted his
whole houfe; and the good Father
joined with bhim in the vow. Al-
mighty God heard their prayers, and
both were fecured from the danger.
Martin de Bau, a child ot four
years of age, was fliuck with the in-
feGtion on a fudden, whilft he was at
play, and all gave him for loft. The
affe@tionate mother being in great de-

~ folation, was counfelied to recommend

him to St. Jofeph! 7o you I recom-

mend
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mend my child. Two hours after her
hufband obferving figns of approache
ing death, called his wife, who made
a fort of pious complaint in thele few
words, Ak! St. Fofeph! No fooner
had fhe exprefled her grief in. this
manner, but the child recovered, call-
ed to his mother for meat, arofe from
his bed, and cried out, I am well, St.
Jofeph hath cured me. There re-
mained not the lealt mark of his dif-
eafe,; and his flrength was fo fully
reflored, that the next morning he
went to St. Jofeph's Church to return
thanks, A votive piflure was after-
wards hung up, to teftify not only the
child’s, but likewile the father's deli-
very from the fame evil, by appli-
cation te the bubo fome cotton that
had touched the heavenly ointment at
Loudun, wherewith St. Jofeph had
cured miraculoufly a religious woman
of that place, as is above mentioned.
I fhould pals the bounds of this
fhort treatife, were I to fet down the
manifold favors granted by Almighty
God at the interceflion of St. Jofeph.
There is not any condition or ftate
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of life, which has not experienced
his power when invocated. Father
Barry inftances this truth in virgins,
‘married perfons and women travel-
ling in child-birth. The devils in pof-
fefled perfons have frequently fhewn
their indignation againft the Fofter-
father of their Creator, and have
trembled at 'St. Jofeph’s name. St.
Terefa {aid much in few words, when
acquainting the world as is fet down
in the beginning of this chapter, ¢that
¢ our Lord has given power to other
¢ Saints, to relieve us n fome par-
¢ ticular neceflity, but that glorious
¢ St. Jofeph has power to fuccour us
¢ in them all.’

The holy Patriarch not only pro-
tefts particular clients, but likewife
whole communities and religious or-
ders. Two centuries are paft, fince
the never fufficiently praifed holy
order of the Carthufians,apprehending
a'total diffolution, no fubjeéls offering
themfelves to enter, held a general
chapter at Grenoble: the main con-
cern was to implore St. Joleph’s
afliftance, in the dangerous condmmf

Lo 0

.
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of their languithing body, that it
might not e?(gpire. “%"o facilitate the
way, and deferve compaffion from
heaven, the congregated fathers chofe
St. Jofeph as their patron and pro-
teftor; they pafled an unalterable
decree, that for the future his feaft
thould not only be obferved as of
precept (which was not at that time
commanded by the Church) but like-
wife that it fhould be folemnized,
after the manner of one of the great-
elt days in the Roman Calendar,
Thefe pious offerings were accepted
by St. j]ofeph, and proved fo efficaci-
ous, that in all parts of the world
where they are eftablifhed, they have
never fince wanted proper fubjeéts.
This glorious Saint brings allo
whole provinces and nations to the
Catholic faith. New France owns
him as a propagator of his gofpel,
whofe legal parent he was. In the
Southern parts ot America, the chief
Miflion is called, the Mifion of SA
Jofeph. Under his aufpicious con-
currence in the year 1626, two bun-
dred families were baptized, and their
caample

4
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example influenced fix neighbouring
towns to unite themfelves to the true
faith, that they might partake of thofe
fpiritual and temporal bleflings, which
St. Jofeph obtained for the thrice
happy converts. From the entrance
into that part of the werld, the zealous
miflionaries had fuch an aflurance of
the Patriarch’s power, that 1he fathers
of the fociety gave the name of Jo-
feph to the fuft Tarquois they bap-
tized, offering him the firft fruits of
their apoflolical labours.

What is already Yaid, may be to
Chrift’s faithful a fufficient proof of
this comfortable truth, how thofe who
are in St. Jofeph’s favor, have Jefus
and Mary propitious on their fide.
The blefled Virgin encourages devo-
tion to her beloved fpoufe and royal
confort, witnefs that eminent mafler
of fpirit and prudent dire€tor of St.
Terefa, Baltazar Alvares, S. J. who
lying fick at Validolid in a burning
fever, one of his order aflifting him,
held up -an image of our bleffed Lady
and St. Jofeph, advifing bim to re-
commend himfelf to the fpoufe of

Mary ;
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Mary; ¢ You have realon,’ (faid Al-
varez) *fgr the mother of God has
¢ commanded me exprefly to do fo;’
he owned afterwards that he received
this command in the holy houfe of
Loretto. Favorites of heaven are not
only counfelled, but commanded to
pradlife and propagate devotion to
our Patriarch, as was clearly fignified
to St. Bridget and St. Gertrude. The
holy mother St. Terefa of Jefus, was
filled with infinite joy and delights
(to ufe her own words in the founda-
tion of Avila) when on the feflival
of our blelfed Lady’s Affumption, the
queen of all faints and angels, ap-
peared to her with St. Jofeph; the
mother of God took her by the hand,
telling her that the fervice done to
her dear fpoufe St. Jofeph, pleafed
her very much, promifing afliftance
in her religious undertakings. The
following chapter inftrufts how we
may delerve to be taken notice of,
by the faid immaculate Virgin, by
bonoring her beloved confort,

Caae.
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CHAP. IV.—Divers methods of honor-
ing St. Jofeph. '
SAAC, the fon of faithful Abra.
ham, drawing near to his depar-
ture out of this world, ordered Efau
to take his arms, his quiver and bow,
(Gen. xxvii. 3.)to go abroad and pro.
vide by hunting, what might be agree-
able to his aged father’s palate, and
fo receive a blgfng before ke dieds
No man certainly can be fo grofly
miftaken as to conclude from hence,
that there was not variety at home to
refrefh the decripid Patriarch. No,
fays Lynanus, herein lies couched a
myftery of morality, that a fon who
receives a bleffing mufl be obfequious
* and ferve his father. ~The paflage of
the ‘hiltory of the Eaftern Church,
which was found and prefented as
authentic to Pope Adrian the VIth. is
highly comfortable; how our Lord
ﬁefus Chrift affifting St. Jofeph on
is death bed, leaned on his pillow,
took him by the hand, received -his
laft breath, clofed his eyes, and im-
mediately before this glorious parent
expired
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expired, the Redeemer of- all men
gave. him his blefling for a happy
paffage, with an aflurance to beftow
the fame on all thofe who fhould offer
faerifice to God in honor of St. Jo-
feph, on the day of his happy depar-
ture, which the Roman Chureh cele-
brates on the nineteenth of March,
the Greeks obferving it on the twenty
fixth of December, as Baronius re-

counts in_his martyrology. Though

they differ about the time of ‘his

deceafe, yet they are unanimous as to

the feftival of his efpoufals, viz. the
twenty-fecond of January, of his flight
into Egypt, on the twenty-fecond of
December, and his return f¥om thence
on the feventeenth of January. In
obferving thefe days, and performing
other devotions to him, due regard is
to be had to the abovebmemioncd'
rule.. A fon who expedls a bleffing mu
be %/gégug;u to hz'y}at/ter. ing mgp
* Works are more faithful declarers
of the mind than words, or fole lip-
worthip. The crafty Gibeenites with
greater fhew of eloquence and feem.
ing piety, extolled the wonders of the
Omnipotent,
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Omnipotent, than favored Rahab as
we read at large, in the fecond and
ninth chapter of Jofue. -She faid,
IWe have heard how the Lord dried up
the waters of the Red.fea at your en-
trance, and what he hath done to the
2wo Amorrhean kings Og and Sehon :
But the men of Gibeon addreffed Fofue
2n the name of the Lord his God, pro-
claiming to the whole camp, We have
keard the fame of kis power, cvery thing
ke hath done.in Egypt, and to the two
kings on the other fide of the river
Jordan, Og and Bafan, and Sechon of
Hefebon: what a glorious profeflion
of divine pawer! this notwithftand-
ing, the Gibeonites were condemned
to perpetual {lavery of drawing water
and hewing wood, whilft Rahab was
honourably entertained, taken in mar-
riage by Salmon one of the chiefprin~ .
ces of the Hebretv nation, from whole
pofterity our bleffed Saviour Jelus
was born. The folid reafon of this
different treatment was this; Rahabd
believed with a firm faith, and wuith
wll devotion entertained the two meq

fent to view the land; Orsg. hom. so-
124
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in fofue) fhe afted as fhe believed ;
fhe ran the hazard of her life and
fortune in protefting the fpies, and

fetting them fafe away; for had the king’

of Jerico known that fhe concealed
them, no doubt herfelf and her houfe
would have been confumed to afhes,
before the Ifraelites fet flame to the
city : whereas the pretended ambaf-
fadors from Gibeon, calculated all
their projeéls according to the diffem-
bling rule of policy and felf-preferva-
tion. Their contrivances and fpeeches
were uthered in by falfehood; and
although the Hebrew commander,
and the wife feniors of the Syna-
gogue, were: fo far over-reached by
the fiflitious narrative, as to fwear to
a covenant, and fpare their lives, yet
they were juftly fgmenced to drudge-
ry and flavery. '
Wherefore it will be of little ad-
vantage to give fair words, and fay,
We have keard of the prerogatives,
power and proteltion of St. Jofepb; we
muft perfeét wordsby works,awake fe.
rious thoughts to ferve God faitbfully,
for this is the chief method of honour-

ng

|
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-ing the Patriarch. It is pharifaical
cant to cry, Lord! Lord! and flop
there; fuch hypocrites will not efcape
the deluge of flames: and it ought to
be remembered that the olive branch,
brought by Noah'’s dove to the float-
ing ark, prefaging peace to mankind,

. had not only verdant leaves, but was
loaden with fruit. Hence a holy

doélor of the Church gives neceffary
advice, not to flourifh with leaves on-
ly, or words, but to offer fruit, (St.
Aug. Tra& 6.1in Foan.) to entertain
refolutely divine grace, to leave the
tralt of people out of the way, wan-

"dering towards eternal perdition, and
by a virtuous life to deferve the fa-

vour of God, and the proteétion of
St. Jofeph. But to defcend to more

paruculars. :
If there is a feaft in the whole year
(next to thofe dedicated to God, and
the blefled Virgin) giving aflurance
of obtaining our petitions and facili-
1ating falvation, it is that of St. Jo-
feph.  St.Terefa declares in the fixth
chapter of her Life, « that for divers
% ycars fhe defired fomething of him
* upon
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‘ upon his feltival day, and ever found
‘ it granted; and if peradventure
“ her petition was any way deficient,
¢ he redrefledit for her greater good.”
On that day holy facraments are to be
frequented, entertaining with flamin
devotion that Omnipotent committeﬁ
to the care of St. Joleph. The vo-
tive oblation may he recited, and bis
Life vead over. It will alfo be a fin-
gular way of honouring him, if the
pious clients procure the facrament
of Holy Mafs to be offered to God in
thankfgiving for his eminent glory.
. The univerfal praftice of honouvr-
ing our holy Patriarch, is to recite his
little office, his litanies, hymn and
prayer; either daily, or fora fettime,
as occafion or devotion require and
fuggeft. They- are. a compendious
eulogium of his praifes. The follow-
ing example will acquaint you how
acceptable they are unto him.

The Priorefs of the Urfulins, of the
houfe of Cofe and Loudun, by Al-
mighty God’s permiffion, was. pof-
fefled with an evil {pirjt, who tot-
mented her after a violept mannex

To

e
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To defend herfelf againft his infulting
tyranny, fhe was accuftomed to crave
St. Jofeph’s blefling (a devotion prace
tifed by many others) before the ex-
orcifms, as a dutiful child would beg
of a compaflionate parent. She allo
obliged herfelf to recite daily St. Jo-
feph’s office, for a whole year, and to
perform fome weekly penance in his
honour. Two or three days after
the vow, the infernal enemy was for=
ced away at the firft exorcifm, leavinf
the mark of a crofs on her forehead,
as the prieft had injoined him; and to
the end it might be known that it was
at the Patriarch’s interceffion, the de-

' * vil cried out hideoufly, Fofeph is come,

and Leviathan muf depart. .
Some religious of the {aid order of

St. Urfula bad a defign to fetle at

I.ambefa in Provence, the inhabitants

teftifying an earneft defire of their

coming and company; wherefore
they tranfported themfclves thither,
but met with unexpefled difficulties
and difappointments. Theycould not
fo much as find a proper houfe to hire,
{o .refolved to return back to Aix,

D from

-
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from whence they came. In the mean
" time they had recourfe to St. Jofeph,
they chofe him for the protec-
tor of their pious intentions, and re-
folved to recite after Mafs his Litany
for nine days together. Before the
ninth.day, a virtuous prieft of fub-
fance and authority came to difcourfe
the ‘Urfulin fuperior: he had built a
church, and a houfe adjoining to it,
near Lambefa, in honour of St. Tere-
fa: he made an offer to them both of
houfe and church, and aétually put
them into poffeflion of both; as if
St. Terefa had direfled him to pro-
vide for thofe devotees of her dear
Jather and founder. .

A religious houfe of Nuns (as P.
Barry had from-the mouth of a fupe-
rior) had not received a ¢onfiderable
time any novices, which occafioned
.great afilittion, left in few years the
family fhould want fubjeéts to conti-

.nue a fucceflion. They all refolved
to fay St. Jofeph’s prayer after Mafs,
for {ix months; which devotion be-
ing unanimoufly and cheaifully un-
dertaken, that the Patriarch, who is

a pro-
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a protettor of religious orders, would
vouchfafe to provide for them. A
few days-after a young lady of qua-
lity and fortune offered herfelf to live-
and die with them in God’s fervice.
The community was fenflible of the
favour, and to this day continue their
grateful acknowledgments. I cannot
omit what is worthy of memory, the
devotion of Monficur Henry Chycot,
canon of Chartres, which he expref-
fed for the aforefaid prayer. By his
it Will and Teflament, he left a
confiderable fum of money, as a per-
pertual foundation, to be diftributed
yearly amongft the canons of Chartres, .
with this obligation, to fing daily St.
Jofeph’s hymn and prayer; to the
ead he might contribute when abfent,
in a more hapgy place, to have his
fpecial patron honoured upon earth.
As moft perfons place in their beft.
rooms reprefentations in colours of
fuch as they tenderly love, as teftimo-
nies of their efteem and affeCtion; fo-
the devout clients of St. Jofeph will.
do well to fct up his pifture in their

private oratories, or carry it in minia-
D s ture -
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ture about them.  St. Terefa pratifed
this, and the little pi€ture is ftill pre-
ferved at Avila. By our Lord’s di-
reftion, fhe placed over the gate of
her firft reformed monaftery, the fta-
tue of St. gofeph, with that of his im-
maculate Spoufe. When St. Francis
de Sales departed moft happily at Ly-
ons, there was but one loofe pifture
found in his breviary, which was of
St. Jofeph. The aforefaid St. Terefa
now enjoys the laﬁing reward due to
her merits, and indefatigable labour,
in reforming an ancient religious or-
der, and eretling thirty-two monafte-
ries. We by a perfonal reformation
of our lives, muft fit ourfelvesfor one of
thofe happy manfions in the houfe of
our heavenly Father, St. Fokn xiv. 2.3
for a very thort time will fix us in tke
houfe 9/‘7 our eternity. Ecclef. xii. 5o
We muft not lofe fhort day-light in
carryiog on the %’reat work; but hum-
bly beg St. Joleph’s helping hand,
that as he, father-like, affifted that
oor virgin in the reformation, fo
ikewife he will favour us his peti«
tioners
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tioners in taking fecure poffeffion of
our glorious and everlafting manfions.
To prepare the way we are to make
friends of Mammon, that when death
calls upon us we may be received in-
to eternal tabernacles. St. Luke xvi. 9.
The prophet Daniel counfelled impi-
ous and proud Nabuchodonozor, to
vedeem his fins with alms-deeds, and
kis iniquities by fhewing mercy to the
ﬁoor, (Daniel \v. 24.) : perkaps, faid
e, God will forgive thy crimes, and
mitigate the pumithment. This is a-
nother method of deferving St. Jo-
feph’s favourable protetiion, to give
‘alms to a man in years, to a poor
woman and her infant, in honour of
the facred family of Nazareth. St.
Vincent Ferrerius relates, how a gen-
tleman of Valence had a pious cufs
tom, amongft his other good works,
every Chrilimas.Day, to nvite a wo-
man with a fucking child, and an el-
derly man to dine with him, for the
love he bore to Jefus, Mary and Jo-
feph. This was fo pleafing to God,
that he had the comfort and joy to-
behold on his death-bed the divine
. Dg guefls,
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guefts, who were perfonated by thofe
he entertained ; and as he was depart-
ing this world they gave him this
tranfporting invitation to paradife :—
“ Friend, you have every year in-
“ vited us to a feaft in your houfe,
% now come, and we will receive
“ you to our feaft, and into the dwel-
< ling-place of the blefled, there to
“ reign with us, and them, in all forts
* ¢f contentment, as long as a happy
s eternity fhall laft.”—O! what com-
fort for fuch fmall matters, to receive
a kundred fold, and cternal life. St.
Mat. ix. 29. ‘
St. Jofeph revealed himfelf, a devo-
tion very acceptable to him, afier the
following manner:—Two religious of
St. Francis’s order having fuffered
thipwreck, they happily laid hold of a
large plank, which bore them up ; they
weretoffed three days and three nights
in this evident danger of finking, and
in this ftarving diftrels they had re-
courfe to St. ﬁofepb, petitioning his
powerful affiftance in their defperate
tircumftances. The faint, though un.
known, (hewed himfelf to them, like
a young

L d -
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a young man of beautiful and comely
features, he encouraged them not to
defpond, and, as a aﬁcilful pilot, con.
dufted fafe to a fecure harbour. At
their landing, they humbly craved the
name of their deliverer, that they
might perfonally acknowledge the fin-
gular favour? He told them his name
was_{!ofep'h, and recommended to them
the daily recital of feven Our Father's,
and as many Ha:/ Mary’s, in memory
of his feven _griefs, and feven joys,
which he related to them; and having
faid this, he difappeared. The good
religious put the mentioned devotion
into fpeedy execution, and likewife
meditated on the myfteries fuggefted
by him, who had fecured them from the
dangers of the deep. Peter Morales
adds that St. Jofeph had aflured them,
that he would fuccour others in necefl-
fity, and particularly at the hour of
death, provided they praétifed the
{fame devotion. o

The holy Minim Gafper Bond had
a laudable praétice, at his going out
of the convent, at his return, and ig
moft of his aétions, to call upon Jefus,

D4 Mary
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Mary and Jofeph, that they would
‘beftow a blefling upon his undertak-
angs. On his geath-bed he experi-
enced incredible confolation, and beg-
ged of the affiftants and vifiters, that
when they faw him agonizing, they -
would repeat with an audible veoice
thefe three facred names. The laft
words he was heard to articulate on
rendering of -his foul to God, were,
Jefus, Maria, Jofeph. It is in the
power of many to honour the name
of Jofeph, by giving it to children
in holy baptifm, or at the ufe of
- reafon taking it in the facrament
of vonfirmation. Wicked force-
rers have been forced to own, that
they have lefs power over infants that
- bear his name. It isa matter of fal,
that a peifon of quality having loft
all his children by withcraft, a few
-days after their birth, was counfelled
by one, who had too great an infight
into that black and diabolical art, to
mame his next fon Jofeph; it was
done, and the child lived to inherit
his father’s eftate and honour.

The
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The learned Gerfon obferves, how:
fuch who have loft any thing they
much efteem, having recourfeto St.
Jofeph, and -performing fome devoe.
tions. in his honour, either to re-.
trieve what is gone, or bearing it with
patience and refignation, are more:
favoured- in formme other kind. He
brings a proof of what he afferts, how.
an acquaintance of his recovered b
thefe means what.he had loft of great
value.. It is perhaps on this account
that ferupulous and anxirus perfons.
implore his- affiftance, to obtain the
ineftimable treafure of ferenity of
mind, and interior repoig. -He who-
_ experienced the lofs of fefus, when
remaining in the temple of Jerufae
lem, and the grief it coft him, doubt-
lefs will not be wanting to comfort
bis pious clients in anxiety and aridi. -
“ties. Not to pafs over in flerce the-
merits of the above mentioned John
Gerfon; know, that it is he who being
the zealous and eminently learned:
Chanceilor of the Umiverlity oi Panis,,
was fo paffionate a lover and aumirer
of our Pauiarch, that he compoied a

D 5 boot
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book in his honour, intituled Jofe-
phin ; and inall his eloquent fermons
he never omitted to mention his

raifes. He maintains, that ke was
{fan&ified in his mother’s womb; that
he had alfo abfolute command over
fenfuality ; that he was confirmed in
grace; that he arofe with -aur bleffed
Saviour Jefus Chrift; that, except
the bleffed Virgin, no faint is greater
in heaven. 1 could not omit this
fhort digreflion, Gerfon having been
felefied as one of the chief panegy-
rifts of St. Jofeph.

Some, in refpett to St. Jofeph, in-
vocate faints who bore his name, viz,
St. Jofeph,’ fon to the Samaritan wo-
man, that gave water to our blefled
Redeemer at the well of Jacob, ({ (B
an. iv. 6.); his feaft is celebrated, ac-
cording to Baronius’s Martyrology,
on the twentieth of March, fufferin
then martyrdom with his mother ang
brother Vifor. St. Jofeph the Juft,
a title given him by the Holy Ghoft,
Afs i. 2. He was one of the fe-
venty-two difciples; and the apoftles
kad fo great an opinion of his fanéti-

. ty,
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tz, that they named him with: St: Ma.
thias to be fudbftituted in the traitor
Judas’s apoftiethip. The records of
Alexandria place him afterwards the:
Bithop of Jerufalem. The noble
Centurien, St. Jofeph of Arimathea,
feems to claim from Great Britain
particalar veneration. This worthy
difciple of Chrift difcharged his duty
in time of greateft danger, when the
very Apoftles ablconded: at that time

* animated by the dolorous Mother, he

entered boldly into Pilate’s prefence,
not regarding his being cenfured an
enemy to the flate, begged the body,
embalmed it, and had the honour to
depofite the fame in a fepulchre pre-
pared for himfelf. He fupplied, as L
may fay, the place of our great Patri-
arch; the one providing for Jefus.
living, the other took care of Jefus
dead upon the crofs, and for his inter-
ment. He came aftewards to preach.
the gofpel in our ifland, and founded

‘our firft primitive monaftery of Glaf-

tenbury. .
A religious man of Montferat ufed
to meditate frequently upon St, Jo-
' De feph’s
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feph’s journey into Egypt, how he had
afforded all manner ot fervices to his
‘God and to his chafte Spoufe. He
intermixed repeated thanks to the
princely Patriarch, for what he had
done upon all occafions for his dear
Redeemer, and the Virgin-Mother his
fpecial advocate. It fo fell out, that
on a time, being at fome diftance
from his monaftery, and returning
home, he miftook the road, and wan-
dered up and down, and round a
mountain, fo long, that he gave him-
{elf for loft; he was not without ap-
prehenfions of a violent death from
favage beafls, which often fhewed
themfelves in that place, or perithing
by contagious fogs. The folitude of
the night increafed -the horror, and
no means to efcape appeared, but to
implore Heaven. He therefore recom-
mended himfelf in the moft fervent
manner to St. Jofeph’s protettion.
No fooner had he done this, but he
found the good effeét of his prayer.
He immediately met a grave man
leading an afs, upon which fat a wo-
man with an infant in her arms. This

. ‘happy

A
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‘happy-encounter was entertained with

a wonderful comfort and joy, which

‘was confiderably augnlented, when

afking the way, he who led the afs of-
fered to be his guide, and bid him
follow. As they went together, the

“whole dilcourfe was of God, and the

religious never found his affettions fo

.charmed even in time of fervorous

prayer. Entering the village, where
the monaftery flood, th‘?’ all three

-difappeared, which gave aflurance that
.St. Joleph had delivered him from

the danger; fo acceptable it was to
meditate on fome paffage of his life,
and to thaak him for the care he took,
and pains he underwent for him,
whom we adore in heaven, and upon
our altars, :
" There are feveral other ways of ho-
nourin’g him, as to fay the beads, to
wear rings with his name engraved,
as fome did at Lyons in the time of
the peftilence, and not one of that
number were touched with the contas
i}i{on; others have on their rings, Jefus,
aria, Jofeph. But he is chiefly ho-

noured, as is above faid, by bonouring
) God
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God in the imitation of his virtues.
The pious reader may pick up what
is moft proper for his Kate. I men-
tion one virtue, becaufe the bleffed
Virgin was pleafed to reveal to St.
Briggit, that 1t had merited a particu-
lar crown of glory to St. Jofeph. It
was an uninterrupted feries of adts of
conformity to the Divine pleafure. In
this he took fo great fatisfalion, that
it was his frequent afpiration, Ok
that I may live to fee the will of God
JSulfilled. (In Revel St. Bridgit ) W he-.
ther he faw his Saviour in the man-
ger, or was obliged to withdraw into
Egypt, whatever happened, did not
contriflate this juff man, (Prov. xii.
21.) he never changed countenance,
but was equal in the 1nequality of hu.
man contingencies. We may with-
out toil imitate the Patriarch, by de-
firing only to live to fulfil the will of
God. Neceflary refignation will make
us eafly in all contrarieties and difap-
pointments It is both difpleafing to
our Maker, and contrary to right rea-
fon to fret and vex ourlelves at what
Js not in our power to prevent. l;‘

alio
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alfo frequently happens, that what we
lament as wanting 1s more beneficial
than what we prayed to obtain. A
true believer muft walk towards ever-
lafting blifs, betwixt profperity and
adverfity, with- a contempt of both.

. Such men ag cenfure God’s govern-

ment of the world, are not only male-
contents, but open rebels. Although
they mutter and murmur, it makes no
alteration in divine decrees, for Ais
counfe! flands and his whole will is
Juflified. (Ifaias xlvi. 10.) The Al.
mighty is a moft tender Father, and
an unerring mafter, he takes care of

© every hair :{ our heads, (Mat. x. 30)

and provides better for us than we
could do for ourfelves, bellowing

. temporal bleffings or falutary fcourges,

according to what conduces to the
improvement of his fervants, who like
royal David, blefs the Lord in all
times, kis Pprayé s always in their
mouths. (Plalm xxxiii. 2.) Whe-
ther they are upon Mount Thabor
or Mount Calvary, they would not
change their pofts, becaufe God had

placed them there. This perfeét con-
conformity
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formity goes hand in hand with con=
flant joy, for in the throng of human-
miferies no mortal is more happy than
ke, who is what he would be. (Salvian..
L. 1. de Provident.) Such fouls as
refolve ferioully to enter after Chrift
into glory, muft fuffer with him, and’
humbly beg to partake of his divine
appointments, and- never to abandon
him, even when {weating blood in the

ggrdcn, and praying to his heavenly. .

ather, not as I, but as thou wilt have
it. (St. Mat. xxvi. 39.)

Other particular virtues of St. Jo-.

feph, may be taken notice of, in the

eight meditations of his life; they

need no orator to commend them, no-

more thana jewel of ineftimable va.
hue, a foil to fet it off.

Devotions.

g

-
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Devotions to St. JosxrH, Spoufe of the
bleffed Virgin Mary. With Medita- -
tions upon feveral paffyes of his Life.

An Oblation to St. Jofeph to choofe
him jfor a Patron.

Holy Jofeph! Virgin-fpoufe of

the Virgin mother of God,
motft glorious advocate of all fuch as
are in danger or in their laft agony;
and moft faithful protetor of all the
fervants of Mary your deareft fpoufe:
1 N. N. in the prefence of Jefus
and Mary, do from this moment
choofe you for my Lord and mafter,

. for my powerful patron and .advocate,

for the obtaining a moft happy death:
and I firmly refolve and purpofe,
never to forfake you; and never to
fay or do, nor even to fuffer any un.
der my charge to fay or do, any thing

" againit your honor; receive me there-

fore for your perpetual fervant, and

recommend me to the conftant pro.
teftion
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tetion of Mary your deareft {poufe,
and to the everlafing mercies of
Jefus my Saviour: Afit me in all
" the aétions of my whole life, all which
1 now offer to the greater and ever-
, lalting glory of Jeﬁxs and Mary, as
well as to your own.  Never there-
fore forlake me, and whatfoever
grace you fee moft neceffary and pro-
fitable to me, obtatn it for me now,
and at the hour of my death, to which
I now invite you, againlt the uncer-
tain hour in which it fhall happen,
that whatfoever at this prefent, and
on my death-bed, I cannot of myfelf
obtain, may by your gracious inter-
ceffion be beftowed upon me, by the
God of my foul our Lord Jefus Chrift,
who together with the Father, &c,
Ex Man. Tyrnavien.

THE OFFICE OF ST. JOSEPH.

At Mattins.
Jefus, Mary, Fofeph.

V. Lord open my lips.
O R. And my mouth fhall de-
clare thy praile. .
V.0
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V. O Ged, incline unto my aid.

R. O Lord, make hafte to help me:

V. Glory be to the Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holy Ghoft. .

R. Asit'was in the beginning, is
now, and ever fhall be, world withou
end. Amen, Alleluiah. ‘ -

Tke Hymn. . ¥
YOSEPH, the fon of Dayid was
efteem’d :

ather of Jefus, who the world re-

deem’d.

- -The Virgin he efpous’d,

Tn Neart conjoin’d, :

And Guardian was of both by heavea
aflign’d.

-Ant. All hail honor of the Patri=
archs, fteward of the holy Church of
God, whe didft conferve the bread of
e, and the wheat of the ele&.

V. O holy Jofeph, pray for us.

R. That {vél mal))' bcp m);de worthy
of the promifes of Chrift.

The Prayer.

' »S,SIST us, O Lord, we befeech

LA thee, by the merits of the fpoule
of thy holy mother, that what of our=
felves we cannot obtain, may be given

' us
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us ‘through his interceflion. Who
liveft and reigneft with God the Fa-
ther, in unity of the Holy Ghoft,
world without end. Amens
AIIM Prime. ik
efus, Mary, Fofeph.
V. ]Cf‘vod inclige i?t’nopmy aid.
R. O Lord make hafte to
help me.
V. Glory be to the Father, &c.

‘Alleluiah.
The Hymn.
WHEN thou the Virgin with
child perceive,
Perplex’d in thought, thou her de-
fign’dft to leave.
But in_thy fleep an angel with his
voice, :
Advis'd thee not to fear, but to re-
joice. :
Ant, All hail honor of, &c. as bea

ore, p. 91.
% The Prayer.
SSIST us, O Loid, we befeech
thee, &e. as before, p. 914

At
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JA!" the third Hour.
efus, Mary, Jofeph.
V. God inclinye Glno l:ny aid.
- R. O Lord make hafte to
help me. '
V. Glory be to the Father, &c.
Alleluiah,
! The Hymn.
Bethlehem, with the pregnant
Virgin he,
Travel’d to pay th’ impofed fubfidy:
Where Chnift was to be born, and in
) which place.
He fhortly fhould his infant Lord
embrace.
Ant. All Hail hooor of, &c. as be-
Jore, p. 91.
i~ V. O holy Jofeph, pray for us.
R. That we may be made worthy
' of the promifes of Chrift.
| The Prayer.
i SSIST us, O Lord, we befeech
\ thee, &c. as before, ¢ g1.
‘ At the fixth Hour.
Jefus, Mary, Jofeph.
V. God incline unto my aid.
R. O Lord make hafte to

help me.
V. Glory

1
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V. Glory be to the Father, &ec.

Alleluiah. :
The Hymn. .

"X THEN cruel Herod th™ inno-.

cents oppres’d,,
By th’ angel warn’d, thou call'dft thy
fpoufe from reft; g
That taking her celeftial babe, fhe.
might,
With thee to Egypt, make fpeedy
- flight.

Ant.g Il hail honor of the patri-
archs, fteward of the holy Church of
God, who didft conferve the bread of
life, and the wheat of the eleét.

V. O holy Jofeph, pray for us.

R. That we may be made worthy
of the promifes of Chrift.

The Prayer.
SSIST us, O Lord, we befeech

"\ thee, &c. as before, p. 91.

At the Nintk Hour.
Jelus, Mary, Jofeph,
V. God incline unto my aid.

R. O Lord make hafte to.

help me.

" V. Glory be to the Father, &c.

Alleluiah, : )
The



!
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The Hymn.
HY foes being dcad thou mad’ft
no longer ftay ;
But into Galilee didf} bring awaa/
Mother and child, heaven this advice
did give,
And thou at Nazareth did’ft humble
live.
Ant. All Bail, honor of, &c. as be-
ore, page
% V. pP%aygfor us, O holy Jofeph.
R. That we may be made worthy
of the promifes of Chrift.
The Prayer.
SSIST us, O Lord, we befeech
thee, &c. as &_efare, pr 91+

At Even-Song.

Jefus, Mary, Jofeph.
V. O God incline unto my aid,
' R. O Lord maks hafte to
help me,
V. Glory be to the Father, &c.

The Hymﬂ
LESS'D ]efus of thine eyes the
glorious light)
At twelve years old was loﬁ unto
thy fight, . But

“Alleluiah,
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But finding him among the doflors.
thou '
His guardian was, to whom the an-
gels bow.
Ant. All hail honor of, &c. as be-
Dre, page 91.
7 V. pPray for us, O holy Jofeph.
R. That we may be made worthy
of the promifes of Chrift.
' " The Prayer.
-SSIST us, O Lord, we befeech
thee, &c. as before, page 91.

At Complin.
Jefus, Mary, Jofeph.
V. ONVERTwus',I OPGod, our
Saviour.
R. And turn away thine anger.
- from us.
V. O God, incline unto my aid.
R. O Lord, make hafte to help me.
V. Glory be to the Father, c.

Alleluiah.
The Hymn.

O Happy man, to be embraced bf
Chrift and the Virgin in death’s

agony .
' That
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That fo thou might'ft thy courfe di-
reftly bend,
‘To Li‘rin o, having made a godly
end. -
Ant.- All hail, honor of, &c. as be.
© fore, page 9t.
‘ S V. Oghosl)y_]ofeph, pray for us.
R. That we may be made worthy
of the promifes of Chrift.
Thke Prayer.
SSIST us, O Lord, we befeech
thee, &c. as before, page g1.
The Commendation.
THESE hours canonical I bave
addrefs'd, '
To thee St. Jofeph from a zealous
breaft :
That by thy prayers, thou wilt obtain
that I :
May live with thee, in heaven eter«
nally, Amen. :

S

Tue LITANY orf St. JOSEPH.

LORD have mercy on us.
Chrift have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy on us. .
- ' myE V Chrift
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Chyift bear us, '
Chrift gracioufly hear us.

O God the Father, Creator of the

world, have mercy on us.

O God the Son, Redeemer of man-

kind, have mercy on us.

O God the Holy Ghoft, perfefier of

the eledt, have mercy on us,

O facred Trinity, three Perfons and

one God, have mercy on us.
‘Hoty Mary, Queenof the whole
World, -
St. Jofeph, Spoufe of the blefled
Virgin,

St. Joleph, fanflified before birth, .

St. Jofeph, privileged and pre-
fe'rjvedpfro,ng all mgénal fin, P
St. Jofeph, confirmed in grace,
St. Jofeph, Honorof the Patriachs,
St. Joleph, replenifhed with un-
fpeakable benediétions,

sn a0f Kvrg

St. Jofeph, reputed Father of Je-
§ .

St. Jofeph, aboundi with all the
gifis.ot the Holy Ghoft.

St. Jofeph, who adared. Jefus in
the crib, .

St. Joleph, an, Apgelical M;'ap,

St.

|
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St. Jofeph, who by the admenition
of the good Angel prefervedft
Chrift from the fury of Herod,
St. gqfeph; who (asa principality
of the firt Hierarchy of An-
" gels) didft govern Chrift: i

' St. Jofeph, who as a virtue, wert

minifter to Chrift,

St. Jofeph, greater than the Do-
minations, whom the King and
Queen of Heaven obeyed,

St. Jofeph, in whofe arms and bo-
fom Chrift was feated as ina W
throne, , : 3

{ St. Jofeph, who as a. Cherubim, “

S
§_

o

i hadft care of the Virgin of the
" ' true Paradife, = .
I , St. Jofeph, a feraphical Man,
. St. ‘]ofcph,, a moft high contem-
ative foul,
St. Jofeph, who diedft in Chrift’s
arms,
St. Jofeph, who didft hear ange.
. lical mulfic, . ‘ -
. St. Jofeph, Precurfor of Chrift
i to the holy Fathers in Limbo.
{ St. Jofeph, who arofe with Chrift

from the dead, Ea o

)
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St Jofeph, who in body a.nd
mind, did enjoy peculiar gifts
of glory,

St. Jofeph, our dear Patron and
Defender, ’ ¢

Lamb of God, that takeft away the
fins.of the world, fpare us, O rd.

Lamb of God, that takeft away the
fins of the world, hearus, O Lord.

Lamb of God, that takeft away tke
fins of the world, have mercy up»
on us, ’

O Lord, hear my prayer: .

Aad let my fupplication come to thee,

: ¢ Prayer. -

SSIST us, O Lord, we befeech

"\ thee, as before, page 91.

51 20f Avag

The Hymn in honor of St. jofepk.

HAIL holy Jofeph,- whofe pure:

mind,
Render thee fit to be defign’d,
The hufband of a moft pure bride,
To royal David both ally’d.
Hail guardian of God’s Son on earth,
Foretold of his ftupendous birth, :
- An
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. And other heavenly fecrets known
. But to thyfelf and fpoufe alone.

How often did thy happy arms,

. Secure that facred babe from harms:

When with him, and thy Virgin-wife,
Conftrain’d to fly, to fave his life! -
With what unfpeakable delight,
Didit thou enjoy the precious fight !
Of thy Redeemer whofe bright eyes,
Did far out-fhine the fun’s uprife.

How many times didft thou em.

brace ?

The tender giver of all grace,
And didft as often fix a kifs,
To fill the meafure of thy blifs?

To whom did God fuch joys ime

part,
As to thine own and fpoufe’s heart? -
Which did firange comforts entertain,
When Jefus loft, was found again.
Moft happy was thy houle, to be
The Paradife, in wKich the Tree
Of Life did profper, when the ground,
Where that firft grew, could not be
found, :

How fweetned was thy daily pains,

" While Jefus lived on'thy gains!

Whereby the food that ye did eat,

| fan&ified te
Became all fan era mea Witk
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With thee he frequently did walk,
Calling thee father in his talk;
And by his charming fweet difcourfe,
Did forrows from thy heart divorce.
No inflruments, however ftrung,

’Ere founded like our Saviour’stongue;

Wliicl': thou heard'ft hourly?! happy
_then, - ‘

Wert theu above the reft of men.

And when in age, refifilefs death -
Gaye fummons to thy lateft breath,
Cou'd thou more happinefs devife,
Than to have Jefus clofe thine eyes.
Great is thy glory fure above,
‘Whom Chrilt did {o entirely love, -
As on thy perfon to beftow,

Such privileges here below. -
Then let us all, with one confent,
Befeech Saint Jofeph to prefent, -
Qur wants to God; and for us pray,
" That ferve our Lord we éver may.
Amen. '
. Tke Prayer.
O‘Mn}potem and “ merciful Lord
Jefus, who didft provide Saiat
Jofe¥h, the juft fon of David, for
fpoufe of bleffed Mary, thy Virgine
motker, and chofe him for thy nurf-

. ing
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ing Eather: grant, we befeech thee,
that by his prayers and merits, thy
Church may gnjoy a perfeét peace,
and fo arrive at the confolation of thy
everlafting vifion. Through the fame
Lord Jefus our Saviour, who with the™
Father and the Holy Ghoft, liveth
and reigneth one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.. ‘

THE BEADSs oF ST. JosEPrH.
UPON the great beads, you recite
the following prayer which the .
holy Church makes ufe of in his
divine Office. '
- The Prayer.
ASSIST us, O Lord, we befeech
thee, by the merits of the fpoufe
of thy moft holy mother, that what
of ourfelves we ‘canagt obtain, may
be given us by his interceflion: Who
liveft and reigneft with God the Fa.
ther, in the unity of the Holy Ghoft,
worl?] withoutlen& Amen.
on the leffer Beads you jfay,
- 68'{' ﬂmjl‘ous patri:}a’rch/St. Jo-
feph, fofter father of Jefus, and
fpoufe of the ever immaculate mother
: E 4 of
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of God, pray for us now, and at the
hour of our death. Amen.

—_—

Seven Prayers in honor of the Seven
Dolours and Seven Joys of St. Fofeph.

. The firff Dolour..
The tormenting thoughts of for-
faking his fpoufe with child.
The firfl Joy.
Tllxe comfor7ble me[l‘ag; of the
el, fofeph, fon of Davd, do not
}‘é‘agr o }i{f&lary or thy wife.
The Prayer. . A
Chafte Jofeph! I moft humbly
petition by this grief and thrs
joy, that you will make fupplication
for my being preferved in unalter-
able purity of {foul and body, that I
may overcome all temptations and
-perplexities, curb my cenfuring others,
and that I may, by concurring with
divine infpirations, deferve the fa-
“vourable afliftance of my good angel, -
in direfting me to the performance
of my duty towards God and man,
through our Lord Jefus Chrift, who
with the Father and the Holy (l‘_:hoﬂ,
’ iveth
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liveth and reigneth one God, werld
without end. _dmen. :

Our Father, &c. Hail Mary, &c..

' The fecand Dolour. :

St. Jofeph’s bebelding little Jefus.
fhivering with cold in the manger,
and fo milerably accommodated.. '

The fecond foy. :

His hearing the angelical harmony..
/The adorations of the fhepherds, ands
the three kings profirate beforc the:

Infant Gad.
‘ The Prayer.. o
COmpaﬂionate St, Jofepl; T mpf
humbly petition, by this grief
and this joy,. that you. will make inw
terceflion. for mie, that my frozen
heart may become a: fervent recep--
tacle of my dear Redeemer in the
adarable Sacrament. of the Altar ;. and
my poor foul a- permanent dwelling--
place of .the Holy Gheft. I now
treely. offer my memory, will and
underflanding to be govemed by di-.

- vine providence, beleeching God by

your werits, that I may- adore- hime
fo faithfully on carth, aste deferve to.
fing eternally with the.bleflgd-angels;,

' " Es that.
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that joyful canticle, Glory be to God
on high, through our Lerd Jefus
Chrift.

Our Father. Hail Mary.

" The third Dolour,

_ St. Jofeph’s beholding Chrit to
thed his facred blood fo early in the
circumcifion. -
The third Foy.

His pronouncing the moft facred
and faving name of Jelus, as the eter-
nal Father had ordered by the angel.

The Prayer. -

SAINT’ ofegh my potent patron!

Imoft humbly petition by thisgrief-
and by this joy, that you will make
interceflion for me, that I may fhed
tears of perfefl contrition, for being
the occalion of my dear Redeemer’s
fhedding his moft precious blood;
that if called to a trial for his fake,
1 may chearfully offer up my life to
him who gave it. I alfo rejoice that
my Jefus was pleafed to bleed at that
tender age, to ranfom me and all
mankind from everlafting perdition.
1 likewife beg that the faving name of
Jefus may be {o deeply imprinted in
o | my
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my heart and memory, as never to
think, fay, or do any thing againft
God’s honor, through the fame Lord
Jefus Chrift, &c.

Our Father. Hail Mary.

The fourth Dolour.

Ti:)e wor;iis of Siﬁmeon on the dad
of the purification, #hat a fword
prerce t‘l:ebl ed Virgin's heart. hou :

he fourth Foy.

- What Simeon faid, "that Chrift
would be a light to the Gentiles, the
glory of Ifrael, and refurreQion of
many. :

The Prayer.
SAINT Jofeph! comforter of the
affli@ted, I moft humbly petition
by this grief and this joy, that 1 may
be tender and compaffionate in the
forrows and misfortunes of my neigh-~

" bour, that I may partake fully of the

dolours and merits of the bleffed Vir-
gin, ftanding under the heavy crofs
of her bleeding Son, to the end my
Saviour may be a clear light to me in
walking the narrow way by a holy
life, towards the beatifical vifion of
my God, and a glorious refurreétion,

E6 Though



108  The_fever Dolours and .
g‘ehrough the fame Lord Jefus Chrifty

c. . . N
Our Father, Hail Mary.

The fiftk Dolout. '

‘Chrift’s flight into Egypt, occafioned
by perfecuting Herod.

, The fifth Joy.

The falling down of Egyptian idols,’

" at the approach of the Son of God.
The Prayer. -

HOLY'St. jdfeglt:; petfeétly re-

figned to Almighty God’s fas'

tharly appointments and permiflions;
I moft humbly petition by this grief
and this joy, that I may willingly
{ubmit.and carefully conform te whit-
ever croffes or contrarieties, ‘the di-
vine wif{dom and infinite goodaefs fee
expedient for me, that I may be as
-equally thank{ul inthe tharpeit adver-
{ity, as,in flourilhing profperity. That
1 may by your interceflion experience
the unfpeakable joy of trampling on

and keeping under foot the deformed

idols of inordinate paflious, and vain
fordid plealures, fo much courted and
-adored by the vicious world, through
«our Lord Jefus Chrift, &c.
. Ous Father, Hail Mary.
Tre

S T IN
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The fixth Dolour.

‘The fear St. Jofeph had at his
‘coming from Egypt, hearing that Ar-
chelaus reignzd. .

The fixth Foy.

Orders fromﬁl::eav'z:lyb an angel,
to retarn home with Jelus and his
‘blefled mother. ’

The Prayer.

X 7IGILANT St. Jofeph! careful

guardian of Jefus and Mary,

look down from heaven upon a poor
client furrounded with many dangers
«of falling into fin, and dropping into
hell, I moft humbly petition by this
.grief and this joy, ‘that youn will inter-
-cede for me, that I may net fear any
thing but offending my good God.
Proteé&t me from the tyranny of infer-
nal powers, and beg by the paflion
.of Chrift, that he will compaffionate
my infirmity, and enable me with his
grace to walk cautioufly betwixt love

“-and fear, through the dangerous Egypt

of this uncertain life, fo as to enter
joyfully the bleffed fand of promile,
to enjoy never ending happinefs,
‘through our Lord Jefus Chrift. -
QOur Father, Hail Mary. -
4
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Thke feventh Dolour.

St. Jofeph’s looking for Jefus at
twelve years of age, when returning
from Jerufalem. :

The feventh Joy.

-His finding g‘efus in the temple,
fitting among ¢
aftonifhed at his wifdom.

The Prayer.

YAINT Jofeph, my powerful Ad- -

vocate, who in the lofing and
finding of Jefus, experienced the two
extremes of intenfe anguifh and tran.
{porting joy; I your unworthy fuppli-
cant moit humbly petition, that | may
never lofe my God by mortal fin,
although it were to. enjoy as many
pleafant worlds as Omnipotency can
create. I now ferioufly repent and
will lament, during the remainder of
ng’ life, for having fo frequently part-
ed unconcerned with divine grace. 1
having nothing worthy of acceptance
to atone for my crimes and pay off my
debt. I offer the merits of my Re-

deemer, which he has made my own,

and you glorious Fofter-father of Je.

fus, ‘offer for me all the aforefaid Do

Jours

Doélors, who were

g

PR S
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“lours and Joys, that by worthy fruits of
penance I may feek my Creator for-
rowing, and after a happy death, adore
him in the heavenly Jerufalem, there
to enjoy what the. heart of man has
not conceived, through our Lord Jefus
Chrift, &c.
Our Father, &c. Hail Mary, &c.

Eight MeEpi1TATIONS Upon
Fome paffages of the Life of
St. Josern, which may ferve
through his O&tave, or at o-
ther times,

MEDITATION" L

Of the Sanllification, Birth and Name
of Fofiph.

The Preparatory Prayer.

Beg humbly of God, that your me-
mory, under({anding and will, may
be employed to his greater henour
and glory, in this mental prayer.

Firft

-
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) Firjt Prelude.

Imagine - yourfelf at Nazareth, at
the birth of St. Jofeph, and ponder the
difference wherewith men and blefed:
fpirits regarded this. Royal Infant,

Second Prelude.

Beg light to fee the vanity of the

world, and. grace to defpite ite -

Point L

Confider. " HAT St. Jofeph was

2 ¢ fantified %n l?is mo-
ther’s womb. Gerfon, Serm. de nati-
vita Virg. habito in Concilio Conflanti--
enfi. Et, 3. Part. dlphabet. 59 ld. 2.
Officium Hierofolomit. Facobus de Va-
lentia_fuper Magnificat, being defigned
for a higher flation then that of St..
John Baptift, or the prophet. Jeremy,
who both were faints before their
birth. Admire and love the purity
of ‘this holy infant. His foul was
. more charming by fanélified grace,
than all the celebrated faces of the
world. We may truly fay, O beau-
* tiful St. Jofephl many rejoiced in
your nativity, both angels and expett-

ing fouls in. limbo, you being born, -

who

—

—

i~ §
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who was to be the legal father to the
long promiled Meffias, fpoufe to the
Mother of God, governor of Jefus,
and mafter of the %acred family, you
appeared like a clear dawning of the
day, vfhering in the glorious fun of
Juftice. - I congratulate with-you for
your early fanélification, and I give
thanks' to my God for the preroga-
tive deﬁgne! you from all eternity.
I take complacency that you are rail-
ed fo high above other étims, and it
will be a fatisfaflion if fo infignificant
a creature as myfelf can any ways
promote your honour.

PoinT II

Confider, HIS noble infant was
born in a poor little
houfe, without fuch diftinguithing
marks of grandeur as are never want-
ing at the birth of princes. Refle&t,
that as the heavens are far exalted a- -
bove the earth, fo are the thoughts of
God di{cﬂn{  from thofe of men. laias
56 Rebelling worms of the earth
fit under the fhade of trivmphaut lau~

tcls, although as vicious as bloody
’ Nera
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Nero and favage Dioclefian, whilft
Job the Idumean prince is fcarned
upon the dunghill, and Joleph the
next heir to the {ceptre of David iy
not taken notice of.  After this men-
ner the Almighty treats his chofen
favourites, T%nc poor rich man, who
was cloathed in filks, and purple, who
feafted fplendidly every day (St. Luke
16.) fitting under a Rately canopy,
and adorzg

was fo intoxicated with pride that he
doated on bis own mifery: in that
miftaken flourithing ftate.he was odi-
ous to his Creator, contemptible to
the angels, and notwithftanding his
funeral pomp the Son of God wrote
bis dreadful epitaph, burned in hell!
‘whilt the 7#ck poor man 4ainting at
his gate, for want of the caft-away
crumbs, and confoled by dogs licking
his ulcers, was waited on by angels,
to take his place amvong patriarchs,
prophets, and kings. O the besuty
and tiches of hm poverty! O the
dangeronurs circumftances of thofe
who teceive more temporal faveurs

than others, which will render their.

Judg-

by his flattering parafites, -

A ——— i ——
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judgment more terrible for abufed
bounties. Lord open my eyes to fee
and conzemn the Q(I::thy pomp of the
world. Give me a found judgment
tv urdervalde myfelf. Create a clean
heart in me, removing that which his
therto has been hardened, by the in.
terceflion of St. Jofeph; correft my
tepid and ftupid thoughts, that 1 may
pity and pray for unfortunate mortals,

‘who loek not forward to confider

what it is to ke buried in hel), from

whence there is ng redemption or res

turn. . .
PoinT IIL

Confeder. JHE fignification of the

name of Jofeph, viz.
increafe. No fooner did he attain
the ule of perfett reafon than he was
inflamed with the love of God, and
feeing St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi,
'made a vow of perpetual virginity at
ten years of age, probably our ange.
Ycal pagriarch offered this ineftimable

‘treafure ut a more early hour. He

mcreafed fo ferveroufly 1n all manuer

of other hevoit vittues, as to deferve
: : + . aftere

. -
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afterwards the fecond throne (as M2«
ny doftors are of opinion) of all faved
fouls in heaven. Moft. holy God!
1 bluth and am confounded in your
pure prefence, looking back on the
black fins of my depraved youth.. I
‘own to have abufed the firft rays of
reafon, in turning into the broad way
of the world: my firft leflons were
to fludy my fatisfaétion, to be efteem-
ed, and I ran mad after the erring
multitude. As I increafed in years
my crimes increafed ; now being fen-
fible of all worldly folly, I penitently.
return. Receive me at the eleventh
hour, you, who had compaflion on the
good thief, when ready to expire up+

on the crofs. -
. The Colloguy.
LESSED St. Jofeph, fanfifred
in your mother’s womb, and born
to the joy of men and angels, make
powerful interceffion for me, that my
pious refolutions may not prove abor«
sive; that I may be born to an inte-
rior and fpiritua{
fuch an increafe of fanétity, fuch an
ardent love for purity, fuch sbjeft
thouglits

life; that I may have
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thoughts of my own vilenefs, fo clear
a light toview worldly greatnefs which
is vanity of vanities, as to undervalue
all things which deferve not the cha-
ralter of true wifdom and beavenly
virtue, through our Lord Jefus Chrift.

MEDITATION IL
Of the kumble Calling of St. Fofeph.

The preparatory prayer as in the
former meditation.
Firft Prelude.
- Tmagine yourfelf at Nazareth, be-
bolding St. Jofeph a comely youth,
exercifing the laborious trade of a

carpenter.
Second Prelude.
- Beg of Almighty God to inftru&
u how in your prefent ftate of life
you may attain true perfettion,

PoinT L

Confider. OW divine Providence
ordered that St. Jofeph

of royal extration fhould be trained
. up
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up in the bumble - exercife of a car.
penter. 1. Not.only for his perfonal -
majntenance, but that this contempti-
bie calling might balance the future
dignities that were. to he canferred
wpon him, and te refemble the humble
life of the Meflias. 2. That he might
decline idlenefs, fo ddngerous to %\is
vowed chaftity. g.. That he might be
a pattern to men living in the world,
how they might be much in God’s
. favour. 4. That by the labour of his
hands he might be enabled ta beflow
the noblelt charity in fupporting the
Son of God and his immaculate Mo-
ther. - My foul! upon all occafions -
rejoice in divine appointments, and
take full notice that folid perfeétion
is not confined to the folitary cells of
Nitria. An unregarded artifin has
taken place in glory of all the.rigid
Anchorets. Whoever ferves h‘is God
more faithfully, and loves him more
ferveroufly, than the filent reclufe,
will have a more refplendent crown.

Rejoice that your Creator encourages:
and entertains impartiglly all his fer-
vants according to their merit, by co-
: operation
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operation with his grace, congatulate
with St. Jofeph for bei‘ng fo greata
favourite of heaven. Take a fin&
account of yourfelf bow-time is em-
ployed from morning to evening,
ponder what is amifs, and refolve up-
on regulation, by the interceflion: of
St. Joleph.

~ Poinrt IL
Coyidgr». TH:AT amongf{tother mo-

tives determining St -

Jofeph to exercife this calling was the
love of humility and morpification,
He had {o clear a knowledge of God’s
greatnefs, that he thought he could
not defcend. too low. O my foul!
what diflcrent ideas have you of dia
vine Majefty and divine Juftice?
You neither love your Creator as a
father, nor fear your Redeemer as a
Jjudge. St. Jofeph had little to fatisfyr
for, but he would offer aéts of fupere-
rogation, whilft I fland upon terms
with God,, {lorping at {irict obligae
tion; and alas! too often tranfgrefs
againft indifpenfable commandments.
Refle&t likewife on the falle nq(ior;:
p 0
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of worldlings concerning mortifica-
tion; who conclude, that voluntary
fufferings appertain to fuch who have
renounced the world, and live in con-
vents, as if the finner deferved not

greater punifhment than the faint.

Ponder how often zou have hejnoufly
in%'ured God, whilft perhaps the mor-
tified religious never loft baptifmal
race. Take up the crofs in time,
mortify yourfelf to fatisfy for paft
trefpaffes. Be liberal to God if you
expe&t extraordinary lights and im-
pulfes. Be careful, by a guard over
the fenfes,to preferve a pure interiour.
Beg, by St. foﬁ:_ph’s interceffion, that
you may not difpleafe God venially,
even by the caft of an eye or a dif-
edifying jeft.
PoinTt IIL
Confider. OW St. Jofeph's pain-
W H ful life ‘Las pacco}:npa-
nied with purity of intention, dirett.
ing all his thougbts and words, per.

forming all bis a€tions to the greater .

glory of God. This praflice pre-
pared him for the prerogatives, dif-
: tinguithing

’

e
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' tinguithing him from other mortals,
A Tright intention entitles to reward
what 1n itfelf is indifferent, as bein
not commanded nor prohibited: it
gives ftandard weight to the meanefy
of our ations, it advances a treafure
to attend us at taking leave of the
world, and is a fort of continual pray-
er. Lament the irrecoverable lofs of
many aétions, not being meritorious,
for the defet of pure intention.
You never wanted vain and malici-
ous intentions, obeying the fuggeftions’
of the infernal enemy.. Delfert him
for the future, and wKether you eat,
drink, or fleep, make an offering,
and tell Almighty God you comply
with thefe neceflities to pleafe him.:
! Take St. Jofeph for your mafter, to
teach you how to join exteriour em-
ployments with interiour intention
and attention.- .
The Colloguy.
Maipotent Creator! whofe un.
erring providence adds joy eve-
ry moment to the angels in heaven,
and to faints upon earth, I moft hum-
bly beg by the interceflion of St. Jo-
F ‘ feph,
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feph, that 1 fhay chedrfully scquiefcé
and rejoice in every thing that comes
from your fatherly hafid. That ¥ may
be vigorous in executing your divine
will, and glorify you in my prefent
flate. Grant me the true fpirit of
mortification, to fubdue my flubborn
paflions, to fatisfy for what is paft, and
to be a prefervative from future dan-
gers: Grant, that by purity of in-
tention the meaneft of my aftions
may be acceptable to you, as the two
little mites were of the poor widow,
thrown into the treafury of the tem-
pie. Through our Lord Jefus Chrift,
&e. ' )

MEDITATION IL
Of the Marriage of St. Fofeph.

The preparatory prayer as in the
SR meduation.

- Fip Prelude.

Imagine yourfelf to be in the tem-
ple of Jerafalem, when the high:priefk
gave to Jofeph the immacilate Vir-

N . . gm
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gin Mary. How the patriarch efs. .
uf‘ed her, b K putting: a ring upon
ﬁnger with other ceremonies ac-
cordmg to the written law, in token.
that he made her partaker of all his
. goods, and took her into his protecs

tloh' -
Second Prelude.
Beg light to underftand:the myfte.
ries of this matrimony, and. grace to.
reap fruit from hence.. -

PoiNT L

Confider, HOSE words of Soloa
. mon, Ho;/é and riches
are given arents, but pro, erly a
lent wj% fs given by gurﬁ Lg'rd
rov XiX. 14.- lhls feat of wifdom
was fo great a blefing to St. Jofeph,
that he might truly fay, al/ good.
things came with her. Sap. vii. 11.
She _brought a plentiful portion for
his improving in all manner ot vire
tunes. Chrift affifled perfonally. at the-
marriage in Cana of Galilee, and we:
may contemplate what a blefling was
beftowed on a mutual contraét of her
who was to become the Mother of
Fa God,
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God, and him whom the fecond Pers
fon of the Blefled Trinity was to o-
‘bey. This was the moft honourable
marriage ‘S'ad Heb. xiii.) fince the cree
ation, and with a copious infufion of
divine grace God joined them, St. Mat,
xix. 16. Ponder likewife how the me-
rits of St. Jofeph promoted him to
this dignity, For a good #ou_/é is given
a man for his good allions, Ecclef.
xxvi. 3. Study to pleafe your Crea.
tor, by purity of intention, in chufin,
a ftate of life. Endeavour to be muc
in God’s favour by good works. If
you have faith to remove mountains,
1t avaiis nothing without charity. The
devils believe and tremble; the
made a profeflion that Chrift was the
Son of God, (St. Mat. viii.) yet re-
mained damned fpirits, Such as live
not up to their belief, have the faith
of devils,nut of apoftles, St. Aug. Serm.
38. de temp. Lament the {ins and
fcandals of your former life. Re.
folve for the future, by the intercefa
fion of St. Jofeph, that both God and
man _f{hall {ee your good works, and
glorify the Fatlzr in heaven. Conlfi-
der
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‘der alfo, that if it is your choice to

live in a married flate, you ought to
cherifh your confort, to preferve peace
and union, to avoid contention and
mifunderftandings. As you make one
civil body, like the primitive Chrfti.
ans, bave one heart and one foul. Love
your fpoufe as Chriff loved his chusch,
(Ephel. v.) who for the love of it laid
down his precious life. Beg bleffings
to your concerns by the iuterceflion
of St. Jofeph.

PoinT 1I.

; Coryi'der,"q Lmighty God-was pleafe

ed to acquaint the world
in thefe two noble perfons, with the
dignity of virginity, and value of
vows. They both had confecrated
their virginity to their Creator, and
one was chofen to be the Mother, the
other legal father to the Son of God.
O ineftimable treafure of chaftity,
that renders mortal men like to an«
gels. Unfpotted virgins fing canti«
cles before the throne of God pecue

liar to themlelves. Apoc. xiv. 3.

They attend the omnipotent Son of God
Fga wherever
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‘wharever he goes. The religious of
both fexes, who profefs and obferve
‘this evangelical counfel, may be -cals
led fons and daughters of Mary and
ofeph. O virgin Mother, O virgin
Sponfe! beg and obtain for me chafle
difpofitions and defires. Afk your-
Jelf, whether edification and medefly
appear in your converfation; if not,

veform. Detefl the company of fuch -

perfons who even indireélly caft out
words tending to levity. Fling afide
or rather burn buoks which recount
the fucceffes of paffionate love in
-creatuses. Irregular fuggellions pafy
from the memary to the underftand-
~ing, and fo to the will; remove the
fuel to prevent the fire. - Lamens

failings of what kind foever agaigd -

this angelical virtue, :
~ Pornt IIL,

" Confeder, QT. Jofeph provided for
.- J. the blelled Virgin, and
took her into his prote€tion. Do you
alfo promote her heonour with thofe
under your charge, Suffer not any
pae to Tpeak with dilsepett of 'he;l.‘er

. her
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her glorious fpoufe. Avoid the con.
verfation of thofe who leflen devo.
tion to thefe great fouls. Have a filis

- al confidence in their prote&ion, and

congratulate with yourfelf for being
{o happy as to be devoted to them.
Refolve to prallife fomething to the
honour of both, Do not be fo grofs-
ly miftaken as to think eternal happi-
nefs muft coft you nothing. Strip
yourfelf of former fancies, and loathe
what you hitherto have admired.
Look up towards heaven, begin to o«
vercome what you vainly feared: he
is fironger who ftretches out his hands
to fave you, than he that keeps yoy
back in thraldom. -
. The qulqguy.
OMnipotem God! at whofe come
mand every tree produced fruif
inits kind (Gen. i. 11.), grant me, by
the interceflion of this noble Virgin.
pair, that I may ferve you faithtull
in the ftation vou have placed me.
firmly believe every tittle you have
revealed, yet help my incredulity,
leaft T be in the unfortunate num-
ber of foolifh virgins who carried
7 F g "~ lamps
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Yamps without oil. - Aflift mewith your
powerful grace, that I may a&t as I
profefs; that 1 may be humble, cha-
ritable and chafte, and not fland like
the barren fig-tree, and be fuel for
eternal flames; through the infinite
merits of Jefus my Saviour. Amen.

" MEDITATION 1V.

" OF St. Jofepk's Journey with the blef-
4 Sed P"z’rggfx to vifit St. Elizabeth. f

The preparatory prayer as in the

former meditations. .

e Firft Prelude.

- Imagine yourfelf accompanying the
blefled Virgin and St. Jofeph over
craggy mountains, to a place diftant
far off from Nazareth. Hearken to .
their difcourfe in this winter journey,
and confider what wasfaidin the houfe
of Zachary, Refleé&t on St. Jofeph’s
perplexity at his return home.
~ Second Prelude.

Beg grace to be charitable to your
neighbour, to fhun detra€lion and rath
- judg-
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nt, and to be devoted to-the:
blefled Virgin..
Porint L
Confeder, T_Y OW fome months-after
St.  Joleph’s: ‘efpoufal,.
and'afew days after the angel had de-
clared to the blefled Virgin.the myfte-.
ry of the incarnation, and likewife
that her coufin St. Elizabeth was fix.
months gone with child, the humbly-
defired leave of St. Jofeph to vifit
her; but he out of his tender affe&ion:
would net fuffer her to go, without
his perfonal taking care of her in that
journey. O admirable chaiity]" Qv
profound humility! take hold of all:
opportunities of comforting and.fuc—
couring your neighbour.. If you.
move in a higher [phere above others,,
refleét, that to whom much.is.given
much will be required.of himi Con.-
defcend to inferiois: the: Mother of
~ God, prevented by.a vifis, the Mother
of the Precurfor.. Who is the blefled.
Virgin, and who am I? My pride is _
inexcufable.. Q-my foul! fludy to be
dead to all vanities, to beware of dia-
E s bolical
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_ bolical ‘illufions, fuggefting fuch and
fuch pratiices, become men of honour.
Lord give me your holy love, and I
am happy enough to pity wicked mo.
narchs, even the moft flourithing ones.

. of the univerfe.

PoinT IL

Confider, HE many bleflings that
v T came byyMary. gAt her
firft falutation St. John was fanélified,
he leaped for joy in his mother’s
womb. St. Elizabeth was replenith-
ed with the Holy Ghott, and Prophe-
fied, magnifying her maternity, cal-
ling her the Blefed of women, ad-
miring her ftupenduous humility,
that being Mother of the Lord the
fhould cometo her. O my tepid foul!
Jearn to exult with joy at the receiv-
ing of thy Saviour in the holy eucha-
rift ; make due preparations, by a fe-
rious and fincere confeflion, humbly
beg that the interceffion of Mag may
be a means to procure thy fanétifica-
tion, for by ber God diftributes his
favours Reprefent to her thy necef-
fities, and beg an alms of her. Re-
- .- flcét
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flelt alfo that if fuch wonders hap-
pened at the firlt hearing the voice of
the blefled Virgin, to what a degree of
fanflity muft St. Jofeph arrive, who
converfed with her thirty years? If
fhe obtains favours for notorious fin-
ners, that by her prayers they return
to the friendthip of God, and are
beautified with fan&ifying grace, it
is beyond our reach to comprehend:
what a fund of all virtues fhe procured
for her dear St. Jofeph. Contem-
plate how bappy was the man wko had
a good [poufe (Ecclef. xxvi. 1.), fur-

affing the excellency of the highelt

raphim, and what a proficient he
was in all perfe€tion by her daily pre~
fence and heavenly difcourfe,

PoinT 1l

- Canfider, OW the fublinre virtve
. ef St. Jofeph was
tried, when after his ftay at Zachary’s
houfe, at his return home, he under-
flood that his immaculate fpoufe was
with childe What f{harp conflifts
affed then betwixt a pure con{ciences
and chafte affeétions? He put thg
: mo
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‘moft favourable conftru&ion uponthe
occafion of his torturing affli&tion..
He called to mind and revolved her
unparalleled modefty and chaftity,
therefore would proceed cautioufly,
and not a& with feverity. He knew
the long promifed Meflias was to be
horn of a Virgin, and why might not
fhe be that happy creature? Learn to
-excufe .the feeming faults of others,
and if an unbecoming aétion thews
" feveral faces, look upon the leaft de-
formed; excufe the intention, con-
clude it accidental, and fear you would
have done worfe in the like circum«
flances. Bewail all rathnefs in cen-
furing your neighbour. Ponder alfo
8t. Joleph's zeal for the law of God,
which he infinitely preferred, as the
chief obje&t of his love, above what-
foever was under heaven. My foul!
defpife what is tranfitory, ftanding in
«competition with divine precept, pre-
fer not again the villain Barrabas be-
fore thy God. Yet the Patriarch re-
dolved to difmifs her privately, that fhe
might net fuffer in ber reputation,
and be ftoned as .an adultrefs. Be
T you

——

-
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youtender and compaflionate in the
failings of others; although they are
amatter of falt, prevent the fpreadin
¢f therh, give a check to fuch diE
courfes. Confider likewife how:the
‘divinegoodaefs affosded comfort when
human means gave no relief. An

" -angel is difpatched to acquaint him

‘with the myflery. ‘Oh- what tranf-
«cendant joy alter piercing grief!
‘Learn to expe&t the divine pleafure
‘with fettled refignation. Truftin the

oodnefs of -your God, accufe your-
elf of former diffidence. Congratu«
Jate with the blefled Virgin and St.

. Jofeph for their mutual joy.

The Colloguy.

OLY Ghoft! my God of all
comfert.! if you fee it expedi~

.ent, for the greater fecurity of my fal-
vation, that I be toffed with tribula-
tion, permit- me not to fink. Infinite
Power! bear mé up, you know my
weaknefs. Favour me with fuch gra-

- ces, that I may be compaflionate to-

wards my neighbour, governing my-
felf by the fpirt of lenity and charity,
as if the cale were my own, I de-

) . Jplore
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plore my cenforious temper, and I re-
folve to ftand upon my guard. - Itis
- a mercy you have let me fee my wick-
ednefs, I render you thanks for the
defires of becoming better, and for
not being worfe than I am; but be-
caufe of myfelf I am no more able to
keep a good purpofe than to remove
a mountain, I beg your afliftance that
I may fulfil what you command, and:
then command what you pleale, "Af-
flict me with fuch croffes as I can bear,
to the end I may pay off the great ar-
rear due to divine juftice. Grant me
by the interceffion of St. Jofeph, that
after my temporal trials, whether ex<
terior or interior, I may find that per-
manent joy with which you rendes
his immaculate fpoule, and him, eter-
nally happy. Amen. '

MEDITATION V.

Qf St, Jofepk’s Virtues exercifed at tha
Birth, Circumcifion and Prefeatation
- of Fefus in the Temple.

The preparatory prayer as in the
former meditationa iid FirR
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Firfi Prelude. . = .

Imagine yourfelf with the bleffed

Virgin and St. Jofeph in a ruinous

ftable at Bethlehem, where Chrift was

born, and laid in a manger betwixt an

ox and anafs. How afterwards St.

Jofeph circumcifed him, and gave him

the holy name of Jefus. ~Laltly, how

he prefented the Son of God in the

temple, where he was met by Simeon
and Anna.

Second Prelude.
Beg grace to profit by St. Jofeph’s

" contemplations in thefe myfteries.

PorinT L

Confider, OW St. Jofeph bein
o H returned JfrorrF: Zachag-
ry’s houfe, was obliged to undertake a
winter journey, to be enrolled at Beth-
lehem with his fpoufe; in compliance
to Auguftus Czfar’s edi€t. He chear.
fully obeyed, fo ought you to do to-
wards thofe who have command over
you, even in difficult matters. What
pious difcourfes had he on_the road
for thirty miles with his virgin fpoufe;
he patiently endured the inconveni-
encies
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encies in travelling, but many more:
at finding no. place in the inn, and:
being forced to take fhelter with an-
ox and an-afs in a.poor ftable, to herd.
with brutes. How often have you:
entertained our Lord in the like man-
ner, he entering a.breaft full of brutith
flions, admire the patience of your
edeemer in fuffering you to receive-
him fo unworthily.. The blind man-
knowing the Kking is prefeat, ftands.
with. great refpedl, although he fees
him not: you know that the Son of.
God vifits you. perfonally, yet remain
flupid, as a fenfelefs animal. Give
frequent thanks to-God that you have
not veen punifhed like Oza (2 Reg. 6.)
who was ftruck dezd for rafhnefs jn:
touching only the ark of the cove-
nant, whereas perhaps-you have more
than once reccived the Lord your
God moft facrilegioufly. Reflett on:
St. Joleph’s forrow, feeing the vile-.
niels of the place, no accommodation,
at midnight, in a rigid feafon. The
Son of God would be born in thefe
fevere circumflances, he chofe what
he loved. Be ye vile in your own
' eyes,
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eyes, cut off fuperfluities by mortifi-
cation. . Beg that violent paflions may
freeze, that you may be a dwelling-
place for Chrift. The blefled Virgin
and St. Jofeph being rapt in prayer
and contemplation, the ummortal Son
of God was born according to the flefh.
He wept upou the cold ground, and
St. Jofeph joined with him tears of
fatherly tendernefs; at every infant-
cry, he fent heart-breaking fighs to
heaven, and proftrate before him, ho-
noured him with heroical aéls of faith

- like his, who faid afterwards, Thou
art Chrft the Son of the living God.
He adored his Saviour, he thanked
him for his immenfe goodnefs. Imi-
tate you thele and the like alts. La-
ment that your fins were the occafion
of our Lord’s weeping in the manger.
Refleét what joy fucceeded, when the
crib; refembled paradife. Choirs of
angels fang Glory to their God, the
fhepherds adored, the three kings in
an humble pofture offered rich pre-
fents to their almighty Sovereign. Do
you alfo join with the heavenly fpi-

rits, rendering thanks for innumeﬁ.
e
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ble favours, which you may call to
mind one by one. Offer your me-
mory, underftanding and will to him
who gave you them. Beg by St. Jo-
{eph’s interceffien, that you may adore
God upon earth with an uudefiled
confcience, and eternally in heaven
in glory.

" Pornt H.
Confider, ST. Jofeph’s obedience to

J the law, in circumcifing
his Saviour, who was exempt from it,
yet would bear the badge of original
fin though incapable of committing
any. You excu& yourfelf criminally
from fulfilling of the divine law, and.
ftudy to appear a faint, whilft you are
an inveterate [inner, examine, repent,
deteft pride the fource of all evils.
Jefus’s - humility confounds your
haughtinels. Refle& how St.” Jo-
feph’s heart was wounded with grief,
before he faw the blood of Chri&; at
¥ronounciqg the name of Jefus he

ell upon his knees, the nine choirs
of apgels proftrated, and all hell trem-
bled, that name being to confound

, their
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‘their infulting over captive fouls. Of-
fer tears of compunétion to him, who
redeemed you with fireams of blood.
Take not the name of the Lord your
God in vain, which is koly and terri-
ble, nor fufler any under your com-
mand to fpeak the language of devils.

As far as lies in youtr power concurto

the falvation of others. Since God
delcended from heaven to fave finful
mankind, do you condefcend to what
may be inftrumental 1 fo glorious a
work. '
PornT IIL

Confider, HAT 'St. Luke re-

¥ cords, cap. 2. His
Jather (fo the evangelift fliles St. Jo-
g'ggb) and mother were marvelling at
what was_faid of hkim. They were in
ggtaﬁeq, earing the prophecies of
Suneon and Ann3. * They marvelled
that God /o loyed the world, as to give

{iis only begotien Son.  They admired

the infinite goodnefs of Chnft con-
templating in him the boundlefs and
‘bottomlefs ocean, as it were, become

‘& drop, and the whole fiery {phere a-

li Th ere aflonifhed
itdg fpark. They were all e
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that he who created the univerfe with
a few fiats, was to be redeemed with
a pair of turtles. They offered him
to the eternal Father, and to compleat
this ineftimable purchafe, gave what
was required by the law of Mofes,
My poor foul! join with them in ad-
miration, marvel that Chrift fhould
love you, an ungrateful worm, fo ar-
dently, as to weep for you, to bleed
for you. Admire°his divine patience
in not punifhing yourmanifold crimes,
whereas many - have been cut off in
the flower of their youth, and fent to
burn eternally in hell, for fins far lefs
in number ‘than yours. * Stand con-
founded, reproach yourfelf, for* hav-
ing {o frequently fold your Lord, like
treacherous Judas, for petty iereft
or fordid paflions ; rejoice that he has
ranfomed you, and gives you kgrace
to purchafe his favour by leading a
new life, refembling the fimplicity of

the dove.

' The Colloguy. '
My infant God! aow tfuly may
- it be faid of me, the ox has

known his owner, and the afs the man-.

N &er
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ger of kis lord, (1/a. 81.) but I have
not known you. 1 admire your love
and charity, I admire my tepidity and

) ftupidity. Early goodnefs, I come too
P

late to'love you.  Although at the -
leventh hour, beftow on me the pro-
mifed penny, be to me a Jefus, and
you w‘l)w both fed me, and bled for
my misfortunes, let me partake of the
univerfal charity. Grant by the in<
terceflion of St. ]ofeah, that my pur-
pofes may be perfetted by vigorous
execution. I alfo beg that when L
entertain you in the moft blefled fa-
crament, 1 may be favoured with fuch
affe@tionsofadoration, love and thank{-~
giving, as St. Jofeph experienced
when he took you back into his arms
from Simeon, to reftore you to your
blefled Mother. dmen.

MEDI-



“i42  Meditations on

MEDITATION VL

Of the flight into Egypt, his Return
. Jrom l&fnce, and of the lofing of fe-
fus, and finding him in the temple.

_ The preparatory prayer as in the
former meditations.

‘ Firft Prelude.

Imagine yourfelf travelling with:
that bleffed ¢ompany, in fo tedious a
journey, and a rigid feafon, Jefus not
being ‘one year old (Maldonatus n
Matth. & aliz), refle& how they fpent
their time for feveral years, at Helio-
polis, which is interpreted the City of
the Sun. How after their return to
Paleftine, they went to adore in Je-
rufalem, where Jefus was loft, and
found in the temple, fitting amongft
the doétors.

Second Prelude.
Beg light, and grace to praftile fuch
virtues as St. Jofeph exercifed both
in Egypt and Judea.

PoiNT
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- PoinT L

Confider, JTHEN St. Jofeph re.
ceived the command,
Arife, take the child and his mother,
and j}y into Egé/zt, he obeyed that ve-
ry moment. He quitted home, coun.
try, conveniencies, to live amongft
Eerv’erfe,idohter‘s, who hated the He-
rews. He travelled through deferts,
wanting fometimes neceflaries, paf-
fing from mountain to valley, to find
a little fpring to refrefh the‘faimin§

family. The love of Jelus made sl
things eafy to him. O my difobedi-
ent foul! how often has ‘God com-
manded me by clear infpii ations, arife,
perform that aé&t of virtue, fly that
dangerous company, burn that perni-
cious book, make hafte to the throne
« of mercy by ferious repentance, and
1 flumbered on in my habitual tepidi-
ty, and flept in my iniquities? I will
now arife wi,th the prodigal fon, 1 will
make hafte to my heavenly Father,
lovinig him, grieving and confounding
myfelf, and purpofing newnels of life,
and furmodnting with divinie grace all
' ' -difficulties
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difficulties laid in the way, by men er
devils. Ponder how it pierced St.
Jofeph’s heart, to fee his God offend-
ed by thofe prophane idolaters. You
have fo little compaffion for other

finners, that you will not drop one

tear for your own crimes.  St. Jofeph
took pleafure to be delpifed as a vile
artifan, working to fupport the facred
family. Your daily ftudy is to be
efteemed, you court vanity, and fhun
folid glory. My foul! bear up in
~ hard ufage, difown utterly the max-
ims of the world. Refufe not to be
cloathed with contempt, like thy Lord
and Mafter. Be not terrified with
an imaginary enemy, and league with
a real one.

PointT IL
Confider, HE ftedfaft hope, and
T inviacible fortitude of
St. Jofeph. His whole truft was in
divine Providence. He gave no at-

tention to diabolical fuggeﬁions, viz.

Why to fly? Why fo faroff? Why
at this feafon? Why into Egypt?

Why not 10 the three kings? who .

would
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would take it as an honour to enter-
tain us, but to a perverfe nation,
wheré we cannot expeft any other
treatment than affronts and ill ufage.
The holy Patriarch was deaf to this
laniuafe, h¢ chearfully arofe at mid-
night, like the great Abraham, when
commanded to facrifice his fon Ifaac;
nothing could deter him to move one
ftep out of the road God had pointed
for him. All the monfters ofp‘égypt
were looked on with difdain and con-
tempt; God was his hope, Be not
you curious to pry into the divine
condu, reje& carnal arguments, dif-
fuading from what the Almighty com-
mands. Fix your eye on heaven, and
a3 difficulties K\ew themfelves, let yout
hope encreafe. Bég by the intercef-
fion of St. Jofeph, courage and refo-
lution to quit all that is valuable uport
carth, rather than difobey the voice
of yout Creator. Make reflext alts,
that the All-povierful s gowr hope,

" who will fend relief in due time, as he

did to St. Jofeph by an angel, order-
ing the returm of the facred family
back again to Paleftine. C

: G Pomnxz
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_ Porsrt IIL ,
Confrder, THAT every man was ob-

liged to go and wor-
fhip God, in the temple of Jerufalem,
on the feaft of Azims. It lafted feven
days, and altheugh St. Jofeph might
have made only his appearance, to
fulfil the law, and return to Nazareth,
et he remained the feven days, tak-
ng that opportunity to fatisfy his de-
votion by honouring the eternal Fa-
ther in his own haufe. Endeavour
you likewife to have interiour fervour
and recollefion, as well as exteriour
reverence and medefly, at the time
of divine fervice, and in private pray-
er. St. Joleph was apprehenlive 1n
coming back to Jewry, becaufe Arche-
laus reigned there: now he fears not
to appear in Jerufalem, where a cruel
prince fat upon the throne, becaufe
the worfhip of God was concerned,
Be you courageous in difchargin
your duty, defpife human refpecs, ang
what the wicked world may fay of
you, by obeying God more than man.
Confider alfo how Chrift being loft,
’ 1

L o e e vt B e e Bt bt e ba e o
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St. Jofeph fought him with a forrow-
ful heart; he could not find bim a-
mongft kis kindred and acquaintance,
nor 1n any other place but the tem.
ple. If ever you be fo unfortunate
as to lofeour Lord by fin, lament bit-
terly, have recourfe to prayer, turn
from creatures, do not defpond, avoid’
all occafions-of relapfing, frequent the
holy facraments ; for he is-to be found’
in the temple. Refleft'on the twoa
fold joy St. Jofeph experienced at the-
fight of Jefus; the firft, becaufe he

" had found the God of his heart,

whofe profound wifdom was admired:
by the moft learned doétors; the fe-
cond,. in hearin% the blefled Virgin®
term him Jefus’s Father, which prero-

| gative was entertained- with hamility-

and confufion, as thinking himfelf un-
worthy of that glorous title.  St. Jo-
feph fought no efteem nor praifes ;-
that is my folly. Irun after empty
fhadows of vanity, and- decline real
glory! My foul! glory in the crofs.
of thy Lord Jefus Chrift, and caufe all-
the anﬁcls to rejoice at the return of*

the loft fheep; tkat is, thy felf,
G2 The
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vTh Colloguy.
JESUS, my Maker and Mafter!

without whofe merciful afhiftance
walk in darknefs, and perith, I moft
bumbly beg through the interceflion
of St. Jofeph, that.you will teach me
the direét road from my Egyptian {la.
very, the fervitude of fin, under which
1 have fo long groaned, to the liber-
2' of your faithful fervants. I bave
uently experienced your good-
n:a. and I know your power; my
truft is in both. Q! grant me con-
ftancy to contemn the allurements of
the world, and to fland undaunted at
aflliQing terrors. My dear Redeeme
er! I have too often loft you by fin,
I have willingly and wilfully parted
with you, for what I blufh to think
on. Pity the unfortunate, you who
come to feck finners, of whom I have
been the ring-leader. You are now
pleafed to blefs me with fo true a fenfe
of mz’fonner trefpafles, that I grieve
not fo much for the fear of punith-
ment, as for that my fins have offend-
ed you, the circle gnd centre of all
goodnefs.
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goodnefs. 1 fledfaftly pu?)ofe by thy

oly grace to feek you ferioufly by
the reformation of my life, that I may
find you in the heavenly Jerufalem,
reigning with the Father and the Ho-
ly Ghoft, world without end. Amen.

L

MEDITATION VIL

OF St. Jofeph's many Years Conver/a-
ftz'on wz't/zP]gﬁu a,:zyd Mary at Na{a-

reth, :

The preparatory prayer as in the
former meditation.

Firft Prelude.

Imagine yourfelf to have had the
happinefs and honour of frequently
entering the litile houfe of Nazareth;
and contemplate what probably was
faid or done by the facred family.

Second Prelude,
Beg light and grace to praétife vir-
tue, in imitation of St. fofcpb, dur-
ing the courfe of your whole life.

G Point
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PorxnTtT L

-Confider, YHOSE words of “the
- royal prophet, with a
Jaint, you will become a faint, Pfak.
xvii. 26. and contemplate how great
-a proficient in-{anflity St. ~{‘ol'c.-ph
muft have been by a daily and hourly
converfation for thirty years, with the
Holy of Holies, the Son of God. What
he learned in Jefus’s fchool, is not
underftood by the moft elevated con-
templatives. St. Paul, rapt into pa-
radife, (2 Cor. xii- 4') ‘heard words not
bawful for a man‘to utter. St. Joleph
“was made partaker of more divimre
. fecrets: and-if the faid apoftle hum-
bly gloried'that God made kim a fit mi-
nifler of the New Ieftament, 2 Cor.
iil. 6. 1t cannot be conceived how St.
Jofeph was qualified to difcharge s
duty as legal Father to the Word in-
carnate, and real {poufe to the Mother

L e ee e e

of God. The long recolleétion -of

Paphnutius, and the mental prayers
of Pacomius, are but rough draughts
of our holy Patriarch’s uninterrupted
anion with his Red¢emer. He had

theological
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theological, cardinal, and other vir-
tues lin perfetion under fo great a
mafter. Confider each apart, and fin-
gle out fomething for imitation. Beg
of St. Jofeph, by the merits of Chrift,
and the love he bore to his imma-
culate Spoufe, that he will be your
interceffor and inftruftor towards
learning the fcience of faints, reflett
on St. Jofeph's care and pains to fup-
port the family ; all labour was fweet
and eafy becaufe undertaken for Jefus
and Mary. If you have charge over
others, promote God’s honour, and
permit not that he be offended: For,
whoever has mot care of thofe under

him, efpecially domeftics, has denied the

Jaith, and’ is worfe than an infidel.

1 Tim. v. 8. If you connive at others

. fin, you make them your own, and

although filent, you become an ac-
complice. Aflift others in fpiritual

~or temporal neceflities, and you em-

ploy your time like St. Jofeph work«
ing to pleafle Jefus. '

PoinT IL

Confider, HE words of Solomon,
Prov. vi. 27, Can any

G4 man
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man hide fire in his bg(){ém, and his

arment-net fo burnf Could St. Jo-

ph have the infant God in his arms
fo clofe to his heart, and not burn
with divine love like the higheft Se-
raphim? When the wwo difciples
travelled towards Emmaus, and ousg
blefled Saviour rifen from the fepul-
chre, difcourfed them upon the road,
they found their kearts burning within
them, whilfl he fpoke to them in the

way. (St. Luke xxiv.) St. flofcp,h was |

thrjce happy in fuch difcourfe for
many years, the Son of God declared
to him the interpretation of the fcrip-
tures, and neceflity of fuffering. When
Chrift fell upon his knees to pray,
Jofeph and Mary by his fide, the Pa-
triarch loft himfelf in extafies, he
snnihilated himfelf in the prefence of
God; how often did he tell him, my
Lord! you know I love you, joy of
- my heart, God of my foul! whilft
tears of devotion came trickling down
his face. Samuel miftook the voice
of God, and took it for Heli's. Jo-
feph had certainty in hearing the
fweet voice of Chrift, difcourling
perfonlly

L etaryd vd
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perfonally with him. O my foul!
prepare the way for divine grace by
fervent prayer, and according to your
ftation, fet others on. fire with the-
love of. God and their. neighbour.
Defer not the time of your devotions,.
as if you defigned to ferva your Crea--
tor in the lat place, let. him have
preference to infignificant converfa-.
tion, and trifling. vifits; ponder alfo,.
that probably according to the rules.
. of perfe@ion, St. Jofeph diftributed.
the hours of the day. Some he fet:
out for prayer, fome for pious con-
ferences, others for work, and fo the
reft according to. exigencies; ob-
ferve {ou likewife order, give good
example, which influences more than.
words. Miftake not the voice of the
enemy transforming himfelf into an,
angel of light. Follow the inftruc-
tions of a prudent direftor, who will.
inform you what is fuggefted by hell.
and felf-love. - )

PornTIIL

Confider, OW hardamatter it is,.
] to find the true elevae.
G5 tion.
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tion of this refplendent flar, St. Jo-
feph. If bright rays darted out from
ofes’s face, after forty days and
forty nights converfation with God on
Mount Sinzi (or as fome doftors are
of opinion, with an angel deputed by
the Creator) infomuch that the prin-
ces of the Synagogue, durft not draw
near him, and the Law-giver placed a
veil over his face, Exod. xxxiv. 33.
What a glorious interiour had Si.
Jofeph, who converfed with God
made man, face to face thirty years ?
St. Paul in his defence agaiuft the
obftinate Jews, inftanced how he was
taught the law, at the feet of Gamaliel,
Ads xxii» 2. St. Jofeph learned the
Righeft perfeftion of the law from
him, who delivered it to Mofes. In
his daily aftions he united the alive
and contemplative life, fometimes
working for Jefus, at other times fit-
ting at the feet of Jefus, and hearing
the word. He ftood aftonithed to
behold him, who commanded the
world out of nothing with a few
words, working at tie carpenters
trade, and expegling his orders. Ad-
: mire
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mire the divine goodnefs, be ena-
moured with humility. Join ejaculato~
ry prayersto common actions. Refleét,
tZatvas St. Jofeph nourithed Chrifk
corporally, fo Jefus nourithed his
Pofter-father {pinitially, who improv~
ed in all virtues, and'became a moft
accomplifhed faint.

The Colloquy.. '
OMnipotent God! who defecendeft
from heaven to biing fire to the
earth, (St. Luke xii.} ioflame my -
frozen heart, that | may imitate the
virtues of St. Jofeph. As a poor

. wretch waits at the gate of fome noe

ble and generous prince, expetting an
alms, fogl appear ﬁefore yogf wofnd-
ed in all my fenfes by fin, and craving,
a charity in my great calamity. L
grieve for what 13 palt, not becaufe I
iear, but becaule I love; nothing has.
fucceeded with me, becaufe 1 never
confulted you. 1 made you a firanger
to all my affairs, and reprefented thems
to otheérs, who could not afford any
rclief. 1 beg by the interceffion of:
St. Jofeph, that I may decline cvil
and. da.good,.that I may Jeave the fin_
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ful track of the broad way, and walk
direftly towards you. That I may
diftribute the few remaining hours of

my fhort life, to your honour, and -

attaining the end for which I was
created, that I may admire, praife,
and -love ‘you, for ever and ever.
Amen.

R

MEDITATION VIIIL
Of St. Jofepk's happy departure.

‘The preparatory Prayer, as in the
former Meditation.

Firfl Prelude.

‘Imagine to fee St. Joleph upon his
-death-bed, our blelfed Saviour, and
his mother kneeling on each ‘fide.
How he fweetly rendered his foul to
God, was condufted by angels ‘to
Limbo, and his body decently in-

terred. :
Second Prelude.
‘Beg grace to lead fuch a life, -5 to
be favoured on your death-bed, by

the proteftion of Jefus, and the [pe- .

wial interceflion of Mary and Jofeph.
PoinNT

b {78

-

o eweste. s
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Confider, THAT before the nup-

tial feaft of Cana in

’ Gallilee, St. Jofeph was vifited with

his final ficknels. S¢ Epiphan. Har.
78. Francifcus Locus. Baron,) He

'then exercifed, (as he had done thro’
. the whole courfe of his life) feraphi-

cal afls of divine love, and heroic
afls of patience and refignation, which
the Son of God fuggefted to him. O
what a heavenly fcene was it, to be-
hold the fecond Perfon .of the moft

‘blefled Trinity, kneeling on-one fide

of his bed, and ‘the mother of his
Kedeemer onthe other? Both ten-
desly thanked him Tor the conftant
care and pains, undertaken fo many
years upon their account. .St. Jofeph

~ with tears of joy returned humble

thanks for the honour they had done
him, by acknowledging the difcharge
of his duty, and for their affeftion
towards him. ‘He begged, as the laft
favour in this world, a blefling from
Chrift’s hand, that fills every creature
with benedittion, and lkewife the

poweriul
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powerful interceffion of his immacu=
late Spoufe, for a happy paffage to.
eternity; which being granted with
rateful tears, he petitiomed like old
gimeon to be difmiffed in peace,,
and wrapt into' an extafy with the
love of God, he breathed out his.
precious foul. Thrice happy death, the-
reward of a virtuous life. My God !
Let my departure be like that of the -
juft. Infinite gaodnefs! infinite pow-
er! affift me now, and at the dreadful;
trial. Let me not be confounded at
the hour of death. Ponder alfo how-
Jefus with his facred hands, clofed.
the Patriarch’s eyes. To deferve a
happy death, fhut now your eyes to.
the world, make fuch timely prepara-
tions, as you would wifh to have.
done, when ftruggling in your agony,.
Infult over hell Ey a change of life,.
fend up afpirations, defiring to be dif-
folved and to be with Chrift. Be-
exatt in every confeflion, as if it were
the laft. Do not [leep in mortal fin,
left fudden death feize you, and you
be loft eternally. Addrefs St. zlofeph,
that you may bave the benediét
) ) Jefus,

ion of -
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. and the Romour of your peaple.

‘thirty years, who was
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Jefus on your death bed, and rejoice
with theughts of being called out of
banithment.

PoinT IL

* Confider, "JHAT if angels carried

, the foul of poor Lazarus
into Abraham’s bofom, a noble choir
of thofe blefled fpirits were come.
manded to conduét and wait on St.
Jofeph’s to Limbo. At his coming
thither, they might make ufe of the
high-prieft Joachim’s words to con-
quering Judith, and fing, here enters
the glory of Jerufalem, the joy o, _llfracl.
his is

the foul of great St. Jofeph, who go.
verned andg fupported ¥our Creator
poufe to the:

mother of God. Refle€t how the
fdved fouls of kings, Pattiarchs and
prophets, rejoiced at his entrance, but
.more, when he gave an agree.

able relation of the birth and life of
the long expefted Meflish, and
that their re emrtion was near at
hand. O my foul! languifh for that

happy hour, when thy good ang;}l
wil}
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will condu&t thee to hear the tran.
fporting invitation, enter into the joy of
thy Lord. Obey the angels voice,
exciting you to afls of faith, hope,
love of God,. contrition and refigna-
tion, that they may. be famikhar to you
on your death-bed. . Reflett on your
former fins, thatif you bhad been cal.
led away at fuch and fuch a time, you
had been now. burning with Cain and
Judas. Give thanks tor your prefers
vation, refolve rather to difmifs all that.
is dear to you in the world, thandi-
vine grace. Conlfider likewife how
our bleffed Saviour.-and the immacu-.
late Virgin, waited on St. Jofeph’s-
corpfe 1o the place of interment,.
( Barradius lib. 6. c. 8.) which was
the valley of Jofopliat, near the place
where af}t)erwards the blefled Virgin’s
body was depofited for fome gays,.
betwixt Mount Sion and Mount Oli-
vet, (ven, Beda, Bruchardus)and fince-
the bodies of feveral faints have been-
preferved from corruption, it is no
rafh thought to be of opinion, that our-
holy Patriarch was favoured after the.
like manner, O precious reliques!
: . O what:
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O what an honour, that God in per-
fon fhould take care of the funeral,
and with bis facred hands place the
body in the fepulchré, Admire the
dignity of St. _fofeph. Carry about

ou reliques, which terrify devils, and
{ecp them at diftanee. Deteft no-
velty, fhun the dangerous company of
thole who cafl out words, reflefing
on any praftice of the prefent church
of Cznﬁ. Live fo that you may
appear with fecurity and joy, in the
valley of Jofophat, when Chrilt comes
to judge the world.

PoinT IHL.

. Confider, OW Cbrift our Lord,

rifing from his fepul-

chre, vifited his expe&ting fervants in
Limbo. He took them from thence,
as trophies of his bitter paffion, and
whereas many bodies of faints arofe
that had flept, (St. Mat. xxvii. 52.)
we may not doubt of St. Jofeph’s
being of that happy number, for 1t is
pioufly believed (St. Bernardin, Tom.
3. Serm. de St. Fofeph, Gerfon, &3¢ )
that St. Jofeph is both foul'and body
glorious
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glorious in heaven, although thefe of
others arifing at that time might re-
turn to their tombs. The Son of God
and the holy Patriarch went to vifit
the dolorous Mother. O what com-
fort! What a torrent of joy over-
flowed the bleffed Virgin’s heart, at -
that glorious apparition of her im-
mortal fon and dear fpoufe. As grief
abounded before fo did then cenfola-
tion, Die with Chrift by mortification,
that you may rife with him to a new
life. Renounce prefent pleafures, that
ou may rejoice for ever. Break
through “all difficulties to open the
way out of your loathfome tomb of
vice, where you have lain fo long
and fo fordidly. Ponder alfo that
according to the opinion of many
found doftors, St. Jofeph is the moft
eminent faint in heaven * next to the
blefled Virgin, and how on the afcen-
fion-day, our Lord carried ‘up in
triumph his Fofter-father, both body

" Suarez p. 3. Tom. 2. Gerfon, Serm. De
Nativ. Conf. 4. Bernardin, 4. Part ferm. 12,
Cartagene Tom. 1 L. 4. Hom. 1. & 9. Ifidor 4.
Part. cap, 3 Segn. Serm, d¢ S, Jofeph, & alii.

a8
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and foul, and placed him on a glori-
ous throne, next to that prepared for
the Mother of God. What joy did
he then experience for paft fuﬂ!crings?
‘What glory for contempt? What a-
refplendent crown for purity of life ?
O my {luggith foul! take pains like
St. Jofeph in Terving Chrift, that you
may be rewarded with him; call fre-
quently to mind thofe divine words
of our Redeemer, what doth it profit
z man if he gains the whole world,
and _fuftains the damage of his foul,
{St. Mat. xvi.) the enjoyment is fhort,
and the punifhment eternal,  On the
contrary, faithful fervants of the Om-
nipotent, have tranfient trials, {hort
4flli&ions, whether exterior or inte-
Tior, but they gain a never ending
“and happy kingdom. Say often to
yourfeH, what can fegarate me from
the love of my God? Not all the
menances of cruel man, nor all the
malice of hell. I will love my om-
nipotent Creator, 1 will love my molt
merciful Redeemer, I will love my
gracious Sanélifier, purely for their

own [akes, I will love them ctcrnallb.
e
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The Collogquy.

Moft glorious Patriarch, my
dear Patran! Bleffed are the
eyes that fee, whet you now fee. 1 con-
de with holy Jab, through the
infinite merits of Chnift, and by your
owerful interceffion, that in my fle/f
I fhall fee God my Saviowr. Stretch
out, for your unworthy client, thole
happy hands, which carried fo often,
and provided for the Son of Gods
Petition that I may live, as I with to
die, always inthe divine favour. I moft
humbly beg that you will prevail with
your immaculate Spoufe, to join in
yrayer with you, that L her unworthy
uppliant, may be a {aved foul, & make
_ one of the number of the eleét. With
profound humility, I invite you both
to be prefent wixK me at the dreadful
hour of my death, when my laft
gratcful words fhall be, with my part-
m ;rl":a‘h’htlo invcz]kerthle‘ [acr%d l?a\mcs
of Jefus, Mary, Jofeph; and havin
fatisfied divintz juﬁicl: for manifols
tranfgreflions in the fcorching ﬂame;
: LY
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of purgatory, the very moment that I

“fhall be admitted to the beatifical vifi-

on, I will proftrate myfelf before the
throne of mercy, and I will fay; O
my God! your charity was infinite,

~ and your goodnefs imcomprehenfible,

to bring into this celeftial Manfion, a
vile worm of the earth. 1 deferved
to have been now raging with repro-
bate fouls in unquenchable fire, and
not-to be an eye-witnefs of {o great
glory, but your mercy is above all
your works. Moft facred Trinity !
my prefent happinefs is moft dear
unto me, becaufe this tranfporting
felicity was perfe&ed by your bounti-
ful grace and favour, more than by
my poor merits co-operating, to take

offeflion of heaven. I will then ad-
drefs the Mother of God, and you
her glorious Spoufe, as alfo the nine
¢hoirs of angels, and all bleffed fouls,

" to join with me in afls of thankfgiv.

" ing, to God the Father, God the Son,

—

and God the Holy Ghoft, and for
ever and ever. Amen. '

FINTIS
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